FEATURE

Associaion of Friends
of Botanic Gardens Inc.

Victoria has about 25 regional
botanic gardens, many
eaablished tharks to the
prosperity created by the zold
rushes of the 18505 and the
support of Baron Ferdinand
vor Mueller, the first
Govermrent Botams in
Victoria and the first Director
of the Botanic Gardens in
Melbourne. Mueller supplied
many of the rew
gardens with exotic
plant material as
part of hiz
acclimatisati on
program His legacy
iz a very dgnificant
collecton of marure
trees (often
corifers] in these
gardens today.

In 1985, faor
Victoria’s 150th
AN VErsary
celebrations, and to
arkmowledgze
Iueller®s ourstanding
corntdbution to
botany and
hortcultire in
Victoria, fifteen
botanic gardens were
given nuch reeded
and long overdus
assistance for
rejuvenation by 15
Grerman/nstralian companies.

Ore of the stipulations for
this grant was that botanic
gardens had an associated
aroup of Friends to act as futue
watchdogs for the gardens.
Thisled to the formadon of
many Friends® groupsin
Victoria at that tdme. Other
Friends’ groups in Victoria and
irterstate had already been

established. The Foends of the

Adelaide Botanic Gardens were

the first in 1977, followed by
the Melbourne and Sydney

Friends in 1982 The Friends of

the Geelong Botanic Gardens
was founded in 19835 and

subse quently the Friends of the

Ansgralian Mational Botanic

Gardens Canberra (19590) and
Friendls of Kings Park, Ferth (15973,
Barly in 1591, the Friends of
the Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne nvited represen-
tatives of batanic gardens

throughout Victoria to a
gerrinar to discuss matters of
conmmon interest. Some whao
attended were friends, some
represerted local authorites.
The servinar was so successful
that another was held in
Melbourne the foll owing year.
There was strong support for
the esgtablishiment of an
umbrella organisation and this
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led to the meorporation of the
Asgsoriation of Friends of
Botanic Gardens (Victoria) e
in Jamary 1993, The aim of
the Association of Friends was
to contnue ta haold amual
conference s and publish a news-
letter, Camnpsis, twice a year for
the benefit of members wiich
then mmmbered eighteen. Where
possible, the Associaion has also
provided support to, or acted
as an adwvocate for, members.
Conferences, which are now
held every second year, are

hosted by a different Friends
group each time. The
conference s have allowed the
hosting group the chanee to
involve appropriate local
authorities, obtain significant
speakers, organise workshops,
create wonderful opportunities
for networldng with other
friends’ groups, garden
managers and staff, and view

other gardens and their
operations. These conferernces,
which are open to all with an
interest or invalverrent with
botanic gardens, are always
stirmulating and friendly
occasions. The mext conferenoe
is to be held by the Friends of
the Anstralian Inland Botanic
Fardens, Mildura on 21-23
Wlay 2010,

In 2001, the Association of
Friends of Botamc Gardens
(Wictoria) Ine. became a
national body, the Association

of Friends of Botaric
Gardens Inc. It now
has 46 members from
every Australian state
and territory and one
member from Tew
Zraland andis an
agsociate member of
the Botamic Gardens
Angralia and Iew
Zealand Inc [BGANZ).
The Melbourne
Friends have been
represented on the
Agsociation’s
Conmrittes anees 1993,
Our former Secretary,
Lawrence Cohn, was
Secretary of the
Agsociation from 1993
untl 2005 I am the
CUrfent fepresentative,
having been elected to
the Cormmmties in 15999,
Janat Thomson
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Batty Lindzay, Benalla; Blizabeth Gilfillan, Ballaras, Anniz MeGeachy, Geelang; Gara Webatsr,
Sydney; Prosident Alex Smart, REG Cranbowrns; Janst Thomson, REG Mabaxrns, Patricia
Dannatyns, Orangs;, Warwdck Wright, ANBG, Canbarra
Abzent: Awanda King, Warrnawboal; Ken Mansall, Asstralion Inland Batawic Garden, Mildsra

(The above articls is based
on a paper written by Jayne
Salmon OANL, Inmrediats Past
President, Friends of the
Geelong Botanic Gardens, for
the BGANE Congressin
October 2003).



