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A symposium celebrating the bicentenary of Matthew Flinders’ voyage to New
Holland in 1801-1803 and the visit to Port Phillip by Robert Brown and Ferdinand
Bauer in April 1802. The symposium will cover Robert Brown’s influence on
botanical systematics, changes in the vegetation of southern Mornington Peninsula
since 1802 and Ferdinand Bauer's contribution to botanical art.

18 April, 2:00-8:00pm (1:30pm registration). KPMG Conference Room,

5/161 Collins Street, Melbourne. Symposium and keynote lecture $35,

keynote lecture only $15, students $20. Bookings and further information:

Karen Lockyer (03) 9252 2355 or karen.lockyer@rbg.vic.gov.au.

Season, stories, constellations and star gazing through a telescope built inabout 1874.

Tuesdays, 9-10:30pm (March) & 7:30-9pm (April onwards). $15.40 adult,
$11.00 conc., $37.40 family (2 adults and 2 children)

Share in the wealth of local plant lore and Land through the eyes of your Aboriginal
guide on this rich and vibrant cultural experience.

Thursdays and Fridays, 11am-12:30pm, alternate Sundays 10:30am-12noon.
$15.40 adult, $11.00 conc., $6.60 children (aged 12-16)

Discover the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne’s history, cultural significance,
horticultural diversity and other fascinating insights.

Sunday-Friday, 11am and 2pm. $4.50 adult, $3.50 conc.

Grab some tips and share some insights into one of the Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne's plant collections with a horticulturist.

Fridays, 10:30-11:30am. $4.50 adult, $3.50 conc.

Learn to prepare and sew your own sun hat made from New Zealand flax.

6 & 7 April, 10am — 2:30pm, Plant Craft Cottage (near H-Gate, RBG Melbourne),
$80 (all materials provided). Bookings: (03) 9818 2103

MBd_4439

Using fibre from local plants learn to make creative decorative items.

20 April, 10am-2:30pm, Plant Craft Cottage (near H-Gate, RBG Melbourne),
$40 (all materials provided). Bookings: (03) 9555 1114.

An illustrated talk by Dr Philip Moors, Director, Royal Botanic Gardens, on his
recent expedition.

10 April, 5:30pm (refreshments) for 6:00pm. Mueller Hall, National Herbarium of
Victoria, RBG Melbourne. $11 Friends, $16 others. Bookings: 9650 6398.

An extensive range of plants propagated from RBG Melbourne plants for sale.
Proceeds from the sale fund special projects at RBG Melbourne.

13 April, 10am-4pm, & 14 April, 10am-3pm. RBG Melbourne, enter via E-Gate.

An illustrated talk by Jenny Kerley, rose enthusiast, and floral arrangement
demonstrations by a Melbourne-based French florist.

24 April, 10am (refreshments) for 10:30am. Mueller Hall, National Herbarium of
Victoria, RBG Melbourne. $15 Friends, $20 others. Bookings: 9650 6398.

Discover the natural wonders of the Cranbourne Gardens with one of our Rangers.
Sundays, 1pm — 3pm, meet at the Stringybark Picnic Area, gold coin donation

An exciting adventure through the Gardens at night as nocturnal creatures begin to
stir. BYO torch.

10 April, 7pm — 9pm, $11 adults, $7.70 conc.

Search for constellations and other intergalactic surprises. BYO torch.
18 April, 7-9pm, $11 adults, $7.70 conc.
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As in nature, life at the RBG is ever changing, and
hopefully this Autumn edition of Floreo will keep
you up-to-date with some of our significant and
interesting new projects.

Considerable progress has been made

in the next stage of an integrated strategy

to manage the Grey-headed Flying-fox population
in RBG Melbourne involving the establishment of
an alternative roosting site for the colony.

After an extensive scientific investigation of potential
alternative roosting sites by the Department of Natural
Resources and Environment a site was identified at
Horseshoe Bend, 8 km from RBG Melbourne on the
Yarra River in Ivanhoe. This site is along the current
flight paths of the flying-foxes. Banyule Council gave its
approval in January 2002 for the project to proceed.

This is an experiment in urban ecology. Experts believe
there is a good chance that flying-foxes deterred from an
existing colony could be attracted by the existence of
captured flying-foxes at another site.

Pending the establishment of the alternative roost,

RBG Melbourne has carried out trials of noise deterrents
and non-toxic plant sprays designed to reduce the
attractiveness of Fern Gully to the existing roost.

We are hopeful that a number of flying-foxes will be
transferred to Horseshoe Bend in the near future to
establish the captive colony.

On another note, there has been a pleasing result from an
independent review of the Gardens’ research division the
Australian Research Centre for Urban Ecology (ARCUE).
Currently in its fourth year of operation, ARCUE is funded
by The Baker Foundation.

The review, carried out under the chairmanship of Prof
Nancy Millis from the Department of Microbiology

at The University of Melbourne, strongly endorsed the
establishment and research directions of the Centre,
and its mutually beneficial collaboration with the School
of Botany.

We are delighted that The Baker Foundation has
agreed to continue its support for ARCUE for another
three years beyond the original five-year term.

| hope you’ll enjoy the first edition of Floreo
in 2002, and | welcome your comments in
writing to me at the Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne, Private Bag 2000, South Yarra,
Victoria, Australia 3141.

\

Dr Philip Moors
Director
Royal Botanic Gardens

want more info?

For more information about the articles included
in this issue of Floreo or if you wish to be
included on the distribution list, please contact
the Marketing and Communications Branch on
(03) 9252 2375 or floreo@rbg.vic.gov.au

The lawn near 0-Gate
in the Royal Botanic
Gardens Melbourne
was a hive of
horticultural activity
recently, with eager
young gardeners
celebrating the launch
of the landscape
design for The lan
Potter Foundation
Children’s Garden.

Eighty students from Toolangi and
St Joseph's primary schools joined
the Minister for Environment and
Conservation, the Hon Sherryl
Garbutt MP, and The lan Potter
Foundation governors to propagate
lavender for use in The lan Potter
Foundation Children’s Garden,
enjoy nature-based stories and
create a plant sculpture.

RBG Landscape Architect Andrew
Laidlaw says that the landscape
design plans were developed by an
internal working group with input
from an expert reference panel of
designers, artists, educators,
interpreters and horticulturists, as
well as the children from the
various schools.

“When we showed the children the
initial concept and invited their
feedback they were wildly
enthusiastic and set to work
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The lan Potter
Foundation

Children’s

straight away creating drawings,
making connections and suggesting
new ideas”, says Andrew.

“Their creative capacity and
imagination have provided a
rewarding and valuable
contribution to the inspiring
journey that we're making together
to create Australia’s first children’s
garden. The whole garden will

be a place where children can
work with horticulturists -
cultivating and propagating

plants and gaining an appreciation
of the world of nature.”

The lan Potter Foundation
Children’s Garden has been
designed to encourage children
of all ages and physical abilities
to enjoy the fun and enjoyment
of our environment, and to
nurture the link between children
and the earth.

Scaled especially for children
to create a sense of ownership,

it will be their own garden
where they can dig, build,
create, hide and explore
among features that include:

a bamboo forest

a special island
for art, plays
and storytelling

lavender labyrinths
a secret ruin garden

a meeting place
with water sculpture

plant tunnels

a hidden gorge

filled with unusual
cascading plants

a large kitchen garden

The Magic Pudding
sculpture.

Creation of
The lan Potter
Foundation
Children's
Garden,
expected to be
completed by
early 2004,
has been
made possible
through the
generous
support of
The lan Potter Foundation, with
additional funding being sought.

Charles Goode AC, Chairman of The

lan Potter Foundation, says that the
Foundation was delighted with the
vision and innovation displayed in
the landscape design.

“Watching the children making
such a spontaneous and intuitive
connection with plants and nature

Garden

Students from Toolangi and St Joseph's Primary Schools
participated in a variety of education activities at the launch
of the landscape design of The lan Potter Foundation
Children’s Garden.

really confirms our belief in the
enormous potential of The lan
Potter Foundation Children’s
Garden. I'm sure it will become a
special place for children of all
ages, where they can meet, play
and come to know the beauty and
importance of the world of plants.”

J
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Botanic gardens today have a clear
responsibility to participate in and
promote the conservation of plants
and their natural ecosystems, and
many have now recognised the
moral obligation, the research
challenges, the educational mission
and the public appeal that
conservation represents.

Key elements of the RBG's core
business deal specifically with
issues regarding the conservation
of biodiversity. To further reinforce
the RBG's commitment a formal
Policy for Conservation of Plant
Biodiversity has now been
developed. A copy of this

policy has been enclosed for you
with this edition of Floreo.
Alternatively, the policy can be
found at ww.rbg.vic.gov.au

“The RBG has long been committed
to conservation, with initiatives in

recent years including the
establishment of a Green Waste
Recycling Centre and Water
Conservation Garden, scientific
research into the conservation of
threatened species and a wide
range of education and visitor
programs”, says Cristina Davey, a
member of the Conservation Policy
Working Group.

“It's important that the policy be
seen not only as a statement of
commitment to the principle of
conserving plant biodiversity, but
also as a set of practical guidelines
to ensure that all RBG activities are
consistent with the

policy’s objectives.”

The policy was produced
following extensive consultation
with RBG staff and applies to all
sites of the RBG - Melbourne,
Cranbourne, the National
Herbarium of Victoria and the
Australian Research Centre for
Urban Ecology (ARCUE).

The policy’s five key objectives are:

= to practice integrated plant
conservation

= to develop and provide
visitor programs and
education services which
contribute to the
conservation of plant
biodiversity

< to undertake research,
identification and
monitoring of plant

biodiversity and provide
information and advice to
land managers and
government

= to ensure that the day-to-
day operations of the RBG
are carried out with the
minimum practicable impact
on the environment

= to build networks and
alliances with other people
and organisations
committed to conservation.

Implementation of the policy
initially entailed setting up a
working group of RBG staff to
assess the initiatives already
implemented by the RBG which
meet the policy objectives.

Cristina says that new initiatives
include participation in the
statewide Wastewise program,
which involves the completion

of a waste audit and yearly action
plan, and annual performance
reporting to EcoRecycle Victoria.

“We've also established an Energy
Management Team to co-ordinate
the implementation of energy
conservation initiatives to meet, or

hopefully exceed, the Victorian
Government’s target of a 15%
reduction in energy use by 2005.”

A Code of Practice has also
been developed to ensure
that all works undertaken by
the RBG and its contractors
comply with the principles
of Ecologically Sustainable
Development (ESD).

In addition, new developments
such as Long Island, The
Australian Garden, The lan

Potter Foundation Children’s
Garden, and the Victorian Rare
and Threatened Species Bed;
expanded conservation research
programs; and new and
innovative public programs
further highlight the RBG's
commitment to conservation.

“Hopefully, implementing this
policy will not only reinforce
our commitment to nature
conservation, but contribute
to a greater awareness -

in both the scientific and the
general community - of what
can be done to help preserve
biodiversity”, says Cristina.

Horticultural Technician Jessie
Posthuma delivering another load
of green waste to the Green Waste

Recycling Centre where it will be turned
into mulch and then reapplied to the
garden beds.



Australia’s unique and
invaluable botanical
records will be preserved
for the future in a world-
first project to bring

together and

computerise Australia’s
major collections of
plant specimens.

National botanical
heritage goes online

RBG Computer Programmer, Peter Neish, a member

of the team who developed the database system which

will be used Australia-wide.

The National Herbarium of Victoria
is a major partner in Australia’s
Virtual Herbarium, an ambitious
collaborative project that will
allow unprecedented global
access through a central Internet
site to the enormous wealth

of information contained in

the various major government-
funded herbaria collections.

Cathryn Coles, Collections Manager
in the National Herbarium of
Victoria, says that Australia’s
collection of scientific plant
specimens, housed in the country's
eight main herbaria, contains over
six million specimens and is still
growing as ongoing botanical
research generates new discoveries.

"Only about 40% of these are
presently recorded in electronic
databases, so it will be a massive
undertaking - one which has
never been done on a national
scale anywhere in the world",
says Cathryn.

The five-year project has been made
possible through funding of $8
million from Commonwealth, State
and Territory governments, with a

further $2 million being sought from
the private sector.

Australia’s Virtual Herbarium will
offer better and more cost-effective
access to information for
researchers, educators, students,
government and private land
managers, and community groups.

in the first years of European
settlement, and provide a snapshot
of the native vegetation existing

at that time.

"For instance, some of the species
now classified as rare or threatened
were recorded as relatively
widespread in the nineteenth

Australia’s Virtual Herbarium

will offer better and more cost-effective access

The electronic collection will
contain information about plant
names, plant occurrences and
distribution, images of plants,
plant descriptions and associated
bibliographic files.

For the first time searches will be
able to be undertaken on a national
basis, from the distribution of
individual species to the complete
botanical records for regions that
cross state/territory boundaries.

Cathryn says that the plant
collections in the older herbaria,
including Victoria’s, are particularly
significant because many of the
early specimens were obtained

to botanical information.

century, while others were already
considered rare at the time.

On the other hand, some weed
species that were then fairly
localised unfortunately have a
considerably wider distribution
today", says Cathryn.

"The ability to analyse this sort
of information on a national
level may help us to better
understand human impacts on
native vegetation over the last
two hundred years, and-to take
effective measures to preserve
Australia’s biodiversity."

Australia’s Virtual Herbarium will
be of great practical assistance

to conservation and management
planners involved in weed control,
revegetation projects, threatened
species recovery programs and
land restoration activities, and will
provide a database platform upon
which many other electronic
interactive products can be built.

The RBG is well-placed to
contribute to the project, as
continued funding by the William
Buckland Foundation of the
important Scientific Treasures
program is enabling mounting of
all specimens in the Herbarium's
Australian collection, which means
that they can also be included on
the national database. Additional
funding for the RBG's databasing
project is being provided by the
Hermon Slade Foundation.

In future, all label data associated
with new herbarium specimens

will be computerised and become
part of Australia’s Virtual Herbarium
- and available then to scientific
researchers, land managers and
students across the'world at the
click of a mouse.




cientific treasure in Melb

The diverse flora and fauna species in this 363-hectare remnant of native
bushland and wetlands, and the management strategies and practices that
sustain them, have a value and influence that extends far beyond the Gardens’
physical boundaries on Melbourne’s urban fringe.

Dr Terry Coates, Ecologist at RBG Cranbourne, says the site contains high
quality examples of a number of vegetation communities and flora and fauna
species of regional or state significance.

"It's extremely fortunate that an area of this size and conservation value has
been preserved virtually intact. In many
1 ways it can be seen as a microcosm of
the heathland, woodland and wetland
ecosystems that once covered much of
what is now the metropolitan region”,
says Terry.

"The 250-hectare conservation zone
provides a relatively controlled
~ environment in which to identify and study




ourne’s urban fringe

threats to rare and endangered species, and to obtain information to ensure

the maintenance of biodiversity."

Research conducted on site by Terry, supported by land management staff, has

revealed that various species can respond in very different ways to threats

from human settlement and urbanisation.

"If we can increase our knowledge of these processes
through applied scientific research, we're more

likely to be able to develop effective management
strategies and practices to protect the natural

values of the site", says Terry.

“It’s extremely fortunate that an area

"RBG Cranbourne offers a rare opportunity to compare a relatively large area of
intact bushland with smaller surviving fragments around Melbourne in order to
more effectively evaluate and counter the priority threats to genetic diversity."

"For instance, one recent research project at the Gardens involved a survey
of pond-breeding frogs in the many
wetlands as part of a larger study

of this size and conservation value

comparing frog species assemblages
at inner urban and urban fringe

"Study of the natural ecosystems in RBG Cranbourne can help us to better

understand and manage the effects of threats such as changed fire regimes,
predation by introduced fauna, invasion from weed species, road and track
disturbance, boundary issues and visitor impacts.”

Terry says that the RBG's Australian Research Centre for Urban Ecology
(ARCUE) is a strong partner in the conservation work undertaken at RBG
Cranbourne, encouraging and facilitating post-graduate and doctoral research

projects on a number of critical issues.

Nick Williams, Research Officer at ARCUE, says that the Gardens' size,
location and nature conservation values make it an excellent reference site

for ARCUE's integrated research program.

the secluded and fragrant
Herb Garden and the
picturesque and colourful
Perennial Border', says Sally.

Three levels of sponsorship
will be available in the Sponsor
a Tree or Collection program,
starting from $30 per year.

to Floreo, family tickets

for guided walks in RBG
Melbourne and invitations
to behind-the-scenes tours
with specialist RBG staff.

If you'd like more information
on the Sponsor a Tree
or Collection program,

has been preserved virtually intact.”

locations."

Nick says that other studies have
included comparisons of the plant species diversity and soil seedbank of the
heathland at RBG Cranbourne with smaller heathland remnants in more
urbanised parts of Melbourne.

"We regard RBG Cranbourne as an immensely valuable asset in the study
of urban ecology, as it's literally a living laboratory where we can observe,
measure and analyse the effects of urbanisation on a significant area of
remnant native bushland", says Nick.

"Putting the knowledge gained into practice will not only help to
protect and enhance the natural values of the Gardens, but it can also
serve as an example of and guide to the principles and practice of
urban conservation."

Director’s
Circle

Floreo | ~

The Director's Circle honours

: ‘tall oaks
and recognises donors who

Sponsorship benefits include
personalised certificates of
appreciation, information and
updates on the particular tree
or collection, a subscription

please contact Sally Elford,
Development Co-ordinator,
on (03) 9252 2311 or

sally.elford@rbg.vic.gov.au.

generously support the from little

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne. acorns

Director's Circle members enjoy grow

exclusive behind-the-scenes
tours and presentations, meet
our expert staff and have the
opportunity to become involved
in the Gardens' future plans
and developments.

" Members make an annual, fully
[ tax-deductible gift of $1,000 or more
i to help care for the Gardens’ future.
= =3 ., %3 For more information, contact the
— Director's Circle Co-ordinator,
. —

Sally Elford, on (03) 9252 2311.
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Students from schools
around Melbourne are
being encouraged to join
the fight against
environmental weeds - one
of the greatest threats to
natural biodiversity in
Australia.

The RBG has received a grant of
nearly $22,000 from the Department
of Education, Employment and
Training (DEET) for a joint ‘Science
Partnership’ project — Alien
Invaders: Identifying and
monitoring weeds in the
environment.

RBG Melbourne Education Co-
ordinator Gary Shadforth says
that ‘Alien Invaders’is aimed at
secondary students and is
designed to increase their
knowledge and understanding of
environmental science as well as
encouraging schools to work with
scientists in an important urban
ecology initiative.

"Using the expertise of RBG
scientific staff, students from a
number of secondary schools
across the metropolitan region will
identify and monitor about 60 of the
most recognisable species of

N

environmental weeds, providing
valuable information to assist
ongoing research."

Gary explains that environmental
weeds are defined as plants that
invade natural vegetation and
displace native flora. "As well

as displacing native flora, they
can alter the fire regime and soil
water levels, increase erosion and
ultimately reduce biodiversity."

"Little is known about the present
distribution of weed species,

and Alien Invaders presents

an excellent opportunity for
schools that are close to

natural bushland to participate

in surveying, collecting and
cataloguing weeds in their local
area", says Gary.

Participating schools have
received a Global Positioning
System (GPS) unit, monitoring
manuals, specimen mounting kits
and an Alien Invaders field guide
containing detailed information on
the target weed species.

Students are also able to enter their
project data on the RBG's website
and obtain background information
and feedback. The project team also
offers ongoing practical support for
students and teachers.

Nine schools

from all parts of

the metropolitan

area participated in

the first round, and a number
have expressed interest in the
next stage, including a number
of regional schools.

Chrysanthemoides monilifera
(Africian Boneseed), often
grown as an ornamental
garden plant, is actually a
noxious environmental weed.

Janice Youl from the Department
of Education, Employment and
Training says that the Science

in Schools Strategy involves
community partnerships that
engage students in 'real' science
and enable them to participate in
scientific research.

Alien Invaders encourages schools to work with scientists in

an important urban ecology initiative.

"The students from schools
participating in this pilot project
have gained skills in botanical
identification and collection,
survey and monitoring techniques
and knowledge about the effects
on biodiversity of environmental
weeds", says Janice. "Not only are
they acquiring valuable scientific
skills, they're making a very real
contribution to our understanding
of an important ecological issue."




Nick's mother Jan says that Nick has loved the Gardens since he was a child,
and has been a recent regular at the Moonlight Cinema.

"When he and Jessica started going out together they often went for walks
through the Gardens, and it quickly became one of their favourite places", says
Jan. "Jessica had always wanted an outdoor wedding, so when they decided
to tie the knot the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne was a natural choice."

Jan says that it was an unforgettable day for all who attended, especially the
bride’s parents who flew out from Canada for the occasion.

"There were 80 guests from all over the world, including Canada, Scotland and
the USA, and many of them considered the Gardens the most beautiful they'd
ever seen."

The reception was held in nearby Mueller Hall in the refurbished National
Herbarium of Victoria.

"We set up a marquee outside and candelabras and fairy lights in the hall,
and everyone felt that Mueller Hall was a dream setting for the occasion”,
says Jan.

a _lasting gift

For over one and a half centuries the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne has
been a source of great pleasure for the people of Melbourne and visitors.

As a not-for-profit institution, the Royal Botanic Gardens benefits greatly
from donations. Leaving a bequest to the Royal Botanic Gardens in your
Will is a lasting way to help the Gardens and our collections. Your bequest
is invested in the Royal Botanic Gardens Foundation and applied to areas
of the institution most in need of support.

To receive a copy of our bequest program brochure, or to talk in
confidence about your bequest, please telephone the Development
Branch on (03) 9252 2303.

Both the Ellery Suite and
Mueller Hall provide
impressive and well-equipped
venues for private functions,
exhibitions, corporate
seminars and workshops.
There are also a number of
pavilions catering for groups
from 15 to 50 and lawn areas
accommodating up to 500,
giving plenty of scope for all
sorts of family gatherings,
special birthdays and social
events. Suppliers of marquees, catering and other services can also
be recommended.

For further information and bookings, contact the Functions and Events
Branch on (03) 9252 2393 or (03) 9252 2443.

Floreo | ©

become
involved

Become involved in our wonderful
Royal Botanic Gardens by joining
either.of the Friends’ groups

at Melbourne or Cranbourne.

As a member, your support

will contribute to the enhancement
of these special Gardens and

the conservation of plant life.
Members are also invited

to participate in a variety of
garden-inspired Friends’

events and activities, and

receive special benefits.

For more information I
contact the Friends on f
(03) 9650 6398 (Melbourne) I
or (03) 5990 2200 (Cranbourne). |
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"One of the staff discovered an
infestation of cockchafers
(otherwise known as African Black
Beetles) in one of the priority lawns
late yesterday afternoon”, says Neil,
Co-ordinator of the northern
section of RBG Melbourne. "We
spent some time last evening
preparing the necessary insecticide,
and arranged for some staff to start
work early this morning to make
sure the area was sprayed before
any damage could occur.”

He has just been told his team has
successfully completed their task.
Even though pest control is part of
the regular routine, he is justifiably
proud of the fact that a potentially

serious problem has been identified
and treated quickly and efficiently.

"One of the greatest rewards in
this job is that if we get it right,
the Gardens look and function
as a botanic garden should —
that's something we all find
tremendously satisfying."

Neil manages a staff of ten, includ-
ing apprentices, and is responsible
for all turf management, general
maintenance, pest control,
plantings and new developments in
‘his’ half of the Gardens.

After an apprenticeship with the
then Country Roads Board, Neil
worked as a gardener for a number
of different employers before
starting work at the RBG
Melbourne sixteen years ago.
Since then he has progressed
through the positions of gardener,
leading hand, supervisor and team
leader to his current role, as well
as undertaking part-time study to
complete an Associate Diploma of
Horticulture.

Neil lists the horticultural
development of the Observatory
Gate precinct as one of his
favourite projects. "The scope and
complexity of the project made it

fairly stressful at the time, but the
dramatic and positive changes to
the area made it very rewarding",
he says.

The restoration of Nymphaea Lake
some years ago was similarly
satisfying. The lake’s most
recognisable feature, its expanse of
water lilies, had all but
disappeared despite continued
efforts, so the lake was drained and
a different type of soil laid down
over the base. Neil and a colleague
then spent much of a cold winter

morning in wetsuits in Lake
Wendouree in Ballarat, removing
water lilies for transplanting

in Nymphaea Lake. With the
construction of some netting to
deter hungry birds and yabbies,
the water lilies flourished and
Nymphaea Lake was restored

to its full glory.

"On a number of occasions I've
also been in a position to supervise
unemployed kids on environmental
projects in the Gardens. Most of
them really appreciate the chance
to learn some practical skills, and
some have had the interest and
talents to go on to follow a career
in horticulture."

Neil enjoys the varied
responsibilities and frequent
challenges of his position, and the
opportunity to be ‘hands-on’ in
managing many of the horticultural
issues and in dealing with a wide
and interesting range of people.

"My job is made a lot easier by
having dedicated staff with an
obvious passion for plants and
for the work they do here, and
who have a real belief in teamwork
and helping each other out",

he says. "Add the fact that I'm
spending my working hours in
one of the most beautiful botanic
gardens in the world, and I'd
have to say | consider myself
pretty fortunate."
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Perennial
Border

One of RBG Melbourne’s most
popular and flamboyant
collections, the Perennial
Border, is in bloom most of the
year, with its peak period from
September to May.

Landscaped in drifts of colour, the
border makes an impact with its
intense hot, vibrant colours with
gray plants interspersed that act
as foils against the strong colours.
Blues and violets are also used

to create a contrast. Plants with
beautiful foliage are also a
prominent feature of the border.

The collection has a broad
selection of common and unusual
plants, ranging from those
preferring total shade to those
which do best in full sun.

TheGar
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For home gardeners, the border
provides the perfect inspiration -
flourishing in Melbourne's
unpredictable climate while creating a
colourful impact.

DENsShop

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS MELBOURNE
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The Perennial Border can be
found opposite Princes Lawn

in RBG Melbourne, with Gardens
House in the background.

Royal Botanic
Gardens Melbourne
llustrated Book

Text by Deborah Morris
Photographs by Greg Elms

For over one and a half centuries the Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne has held a special place in the hearts and minds of the
people of Melbourne and its visitors.

This lavishly illustrated book celebrates the life and times of the Gardens,
telling the stories of its plants, historic buildings and the characters who
have shaped the way the Gardens look today.

Deborah Morris's story focuses on the people of the Gardens -
the horticulturists, Directors, people who have lived within the Gardens’
grounds and the scientists.

Greg Elms contributes a stunning photo essay taken over the past
12 months that capture the way the Gardens change and how people
interact with the Gardens over the four seasons.

Available from The Gardens Shop at the Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne and all good book retailers.




