	How the Royal Botanic Gardens Education Service Programs match the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework
The RBG Early Childhood Program has been developed and is delivered by early childhood trained specialists and is driven by child-centred, holistic and integrated pedagogies.  The content of our programs is contemporary and relevant covering topics from gardening to sustainability, environment and learning for life.  Programs engage parents and families in the learning process as active participants. 
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	Early Years Learning and Development Outcomes
While each of our programs integrates the five outcomes for all children: Identity, Community, Wellbeing, Learning and Communication.  This grid highlights the key outcomes for each program.

Practice Principles 1 to 8 are covered across the whole of the RBG Program  indicated an area of major focus.   a minor focus.

	Introduction to the Gardens
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	The Royal Botanic Gardens has landscapes that are ideal for and were specifically designed to engage children with the natural world.  The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden and the Australian Garden have spaces especially designed for children aged 0-8 years in recognition of the importance of EC education.
Identity:  Children feel safe, secure and supported. This program supports children to explore the natural world and feel confident in garden spaces.

	Scents and Senses
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Gardens are ideal locations for children to explore the natural world through their senses.
Learning:  Children are confident and involved learners.  This program supports children to develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation, confidence, creativity, commitment, enthusiasm, persistence, imagination and reflexivity.  This program also supports children to resource their own learning in investigating the natural world.

	Food for Life
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Food plants and learning to grow and eat them are critical skills for a healthy diet and lifestyle
Wellbeing:  Children take increasing responsibility for their own health and physical wellbeing.  This program provides opportunities for children to use garden tools, show an increasing awareness of healthy lifestyles and good nutrition and make the connection between plants and food.


	A Garden of Rhythm and Rhyme
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	In the ‘Garden of Rhythm and Rhyme’ children explore sound and movement patterns, sing songs and are exposed to chants and rhymes.
Communication: Children express ideas and make meaning using a range of media. Children use movement, music and story-telling, to express ideas and make meaning.


	You and Me, Murrawee
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	You and Me, Murrawee allows each child to be welcomed by a traditional Indigenous ‘Tanderrum’ ceremony conducted by an Indigenous Guide. 
Identity: Children develop knowledgeable and confident self-identities when they develop their social and cultural heritage through engagement with Elders and community members.
Communication: Children express ideas and make meaning using a range of media as evidenced by sharing the stories and symbols of their own cultures and re-enacting well-known.


	Wonderful Water
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	A water conservation program that explores the connections between water and living things.
Community:  Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment.  This is evident when children demonstrate an increasing knowledge of and respect for natural and constructed environments.

	Plants that  Dinosaurs ate
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Exploring the environment through the past.
Community:  Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment. This is evident when children use play to investigate, project and explore new ideas.

	Homes and Hideaways
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	This program explores the ways that plant material can be used as homes, for ourselves and other animals.
Community:  Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment.  This is evident when children explore relationships with other living and non-living things and observe, notice and respond to change.

	Minibeasts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Investigate the creatures we share our garden with, exploring how they live and how they help our gardens grow.
Community:  Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment.  This is evident when children explore relationships with other living and non-living things and observe, notice and respond to change.

	Katie Koala’s Bush Birthday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Discovery-walk, animal observations, sensory exploration of plants and bushcraft activity.
Community:  Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment.  This is evident when children participate with others to solve problems and contribute to group outcomes.

	Baby Bilby, where do you sleep?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Explore the plants and animals that make the arid centre of Australia their home.
Community:  Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment.  This is evident when children explore, infer, predict and hypothesise in order to develop an increased understanding of the interdependence between land, people, plants and animals.

	Professional Development for Teachers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher PD for early childhood professionals is developed and delivered by EC specialists.  Teachers are provided with skills, knowledge and support to develop school garden and sustainable practices to apply Efs principles to curriculum.

	Partnership Program
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	The RBG Ed Service Early Childhood Partnerships Program allow for a more sustained program and ongoing relationship between children, early childhood professionals and the RBG.

	Access Program
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Through the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust we are able to offer subsidised programs and transport for Early Childhood Group wanting to participate in programs at the RBG.




