Magic Garden VELS Grid

Levels 1- 2

Strand: Physical, Personal and Social Learning

The Magic Garden Program is designed primarily for Early Years and it is a program that is well suited for special needs schools. Within the strand Physical and Social Learning the Magic Garden program is able to include criteria in each of the domains.

Domain: Health and Physical Education

Within the program the children identify signs that are used in the Herb Garden to identify plants that are used for cooking, pest repellents, medicine and for their scent. The students also construct a pot pourri using herbs that are safe to use. 

Learning Focus: Level 1

They learn about local signs and symbols related to safety (for example, traffic signs or symbols on medicines) 



Domain: Interpersonal Development

The Magic Garden Program allows students to interact with their peers, teachers, adult helpers and presenter whilst completing tasks such as creating crowns using natural materials. It also allows students to interact with the environment in an imaginative way.

Standards: Level 1( No dimensions at this level )

They contribute to the development of positive social relationships in a range of contexts. 
Standards: Level 2

Dimension: Building social relationships

At Level 2, students behave appropriately in a range of social situations. They identify the feelings and needs of other people. Students identify and accept that there are consequences for their actions. 

Standards: Level 3 ( Extension )

At Level 3, students demonstrate respect for others and exhibit appropriate behaviour for maintaining friendships with other people. They support each other by sharing ideas and materials, offering assistance, giving appropriate feedback and acknowledging individual differences. They work with others to reduce, avoid and resolve conflict.



Domain: Personal Learning

 In this program students are encouraged to listen, ask questions and clarify understandings. Students are encouraged to take risks with the creation of crowns and acknowledge that mistakes can be worked upon

Learning Focus: Levels 1 & 2

Students reflect on their own learning by responding to prompts such as, ‘What do you know now that you didn’t know before?’ 

Students are provided with opportunities to learn with peers and to share their feelings and thoughts about learning with others. They begin to understand that listening to the responses of others can assist them to make sense of new experiences and provide useful cues for their own learning. Students are encouraged to take risks with their learning and begin to understand that mistakes can be a vehicle for further learning. 



Domain: Civics and Citizenship

Throughout the program the students are immersed in the Gardens using a sensory approach that promotes a sense of awe and wonder and respect for all forms of life. The children explore the beauty of natural materials used in aesthetic ways.

Learning Focus: Levels 1&2

Students explore their responsibilities and rights and those of others in familiar contexts such as the family, the classroom, the school playground and local recreation areas. 

Students investigate the ways individuals, families, groups and communities can work to improve their environment. 



Strand: Discipline based Learning
The Magic Garden program is designed for students from Early Years and it is a program that is well suited for special needs schools.  Within the strand, Discipline - Based Learning our Magic Garden Program is able to include criteria in the domains of The Arts and Science.

English is a domain that is also supported though this program. The students use their senses and observations to make generalisations and to explore the material that is provided however it is not specific to this program. 



Domain: The Arts
In this program the students use a range of natural materials to create 3D crowns. The materials are sourced from the gardens by staff or by the students and they are able to select the materials in order to create their own crown. The crowns are then worn as part of the imaginative experience as the students are immersed into a make believe world of interacting with plants. The students have access to staplers that are used by adults to join the materials. There are possibilities back at school to explore the dimension “exploring and responding” under The Arts domain or to integrate it into the domain of English. The Program uses Drama and Visual Art to explore the Gardens.

Standard Level 1
Dimension: Creating and making

At Level 1, students make and share performing and visual arts works that communicate observations, personal ideas, feelings and experiences. They explore and, with guidance, use a variety of arts elements (on their own or in combination), skills, techniques and processes, media, materials, equipment and technologies in a range of arts forms. 

Learning Focus: Level 2

They begin to select, arrange and make choices about ways of using arts elements, principles and/or conventions from individual arts disciplines as they investigate the use of skills, techniques, processes, media, materials, equipment and technologies relevant to the arts disciplines in which they are working. 

Standards: Level 2

Dimension: Creating and making

At Level 2, students create and present performing and visual arts works that show emerging arts knowledge and an ability to plan arts works that communicate ideas, concepts, observations feelings and/or experiences. They demonstrate an emerging ability to select, arrange and make choices about expressive ways of using arts elements, principles and/or conventions. They use skills, techniques, processes, media, materials, equipment and technologies in a range of arts forms. They identify, describe and discuss characteristics of their own and others’ arts works. 



Domain: Science

In the Magic Garden Program the students are immersed in an imaginary world however they use their senses to explore the world around them, language to describe what they see, feel, hear, smell  and to hypothesize about scientific concepts such as the parts of plants. 
Learning Focus: Levels 1&2

As students work towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in Science, they use their senses to explore the world around them; for example, day and night, the seasons, and living and non-living things. They describe their activities and observations using both general and science-specific language; for example, hard, soft, long, short, big, small, strong and weak. 

As students work towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in Science, they observe and describe phenomena; for example, properties of natural and manufactured materials, insect life cycles…Students expand their simple scientific vocabulary by using words and terms for concepts such as temperature, life cycles, light and reflection, sound…



Strand: Interdisciplinary Learning

The Magic Garden program is designed for students from Early Years but it is a program that is well suited for special needs schools. Within the Interdisciplinary Learning Strand the Magic Garden Program is able to include criteria in each of the domains with the exception of Information and Communications Technology.



Domain: Communication

Students listen to information provided but are also asked to interact with their presenters, formulate questions and draw on their own personal experiences. Students are also asked to interact with their peers in the creation of their art works.

Learning Focus: Levels 1, 2 & 3

As students work towards the achievement of Level 4 standards in Communication, they begin to identify basic communication conventions in the classroom and playground such as being attentive listeners, facing the speaker, and taking turns. They learn to focus their attention and to listen without interrupting. Students practise retelling what a speaker has said to them and learn to ask questions when appropriate, exploring the interactive nature of communication. 

When communicating with others, students begin to distinguish between differing contexts, purposes and audiences and they learn to modify their communication accordingly; for example, when playing with friends in the playground and talking to classroom visitors. 

As students work towards the achievement of Level 4 standards in Communication, they listen attentively when required and learn to respond and interject appropriately. They learn about appropriate body language when reacting to a speaker and use feedback from peers and the teacher on their own body language to improve their reactions. They practise paraphrasing what a speaker has said to check meaning and ask clarifying questions where meaning is unclear. 



Domain: Design, creativity and technology

In the Magic Garden program students explore natural materials and discuss how they can use these materials to create a crown. The natural materials are then combined to produce a new product using staplers and simple joining techniques. It needs to be noted that there is no formal design stage in the production of the art works and the students do not work to a production plan, but they do need to work safely with the variety of materials and tools. 

Learning Focus: Levels 1& 2 

As students work towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in Design, Creativity and Technology, they investigate everyday, familiar products and recognise the basic characteristics and materials/ingredients from which they are made and how they are used. They explore the differences between natural products and artefacts, and learn that materials can be recycled and reused to produce new products. They play with and manipulate materials/ingredients in both a free and focused manner to foster development of their design and technical skills. They learn appropriate terminology, including the names of materials/ingredients and their characteristics and properties (for example, rough, smooth, shiny, soft, flexible), and processes such as measure, mix, cut, join. 

Students follow a set of instructions and may begin to contribute to planning the main steps to make a product. They explain what they are making and which tools and equipment they are using. They safely use tools and equipment to separate, assemble, join and combine everyday materials/ingredients and systems components in a variety of ways. 



Domain: Thinking Processes
Throughout the presentation the children use their senses to explore the Royal Botanic Gardens and are encouraged to ask questions, make hypothesis and interact with the presenter and their peers, in an imaginative way. The students also explore the material that is provided or collected in order to create crowns and pot pourri. 

Learning Focus: Levels 1 & 2

As students work towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in Thinking Processes, they explore a wide variety of familiar contexts. With encouragement and support, they wonder, question and become adventurous in their thinking about these contexts. Students practise using all of their senses to develop skills in making observations which they share and record. 

As students work towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in Thinking Processes, they explore the community and environment around them, and increasingly consider contexts and information, which lie beyond their immediate experience. Questions and wondering are encouraged, recorded and shared, and become the basis for further learning. 



