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The Australian Garden presented by the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne
BACKGROUNDER
Sculpture and Landscapes in the Australian Garden
‘Salt’ Sculpture
‘Salt ’is derived from the Ephemeral Lake Sculpture at the Australian Garden at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne, and is created by the same artists, Edwina Kear- ney and Mark Stoner, who created the sculpture at Cranbourne (for further details see www.edwinakearney.com).  The shapes of the salt are inspired by satellite images of saltpan areas, such as those found in the Simpson Desert in outback Australia.  The pieces of salt are water-jet cut from pure white granite.
Sand Dune Wall Sculpture
Valissa Butterworth, from Melbourne, Australia designed this specifically for this Show Garden. The sculpture is laser-cut polystyrene which has been coated with a fibre- glass resin for  strength. The sculpture is inspired by outback sand dunes and the finished colour has been colour-matched by Dulux Australia with the red sand at the Australian Garden at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne. The sculpture is 3-di- mensional so it will cast shadows from the sun. Red sand from the Australian Garden in Cranbourne will be lightly dusted over the wet paint.
Sand Dune Lunette
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The crescent-shaped form of this sand dune pays homage to the iconic lunettes at the Australian Garden in Cranbourne. Lunettes are formed by wind and are ever-changing along the shores of dry lakes and in the deserts of Australia.
Waterhole
This is a symbol often seen in indigenous artworks in Australia. In the Show Garden, each band represents a different sedimentary layer symbolic of an outback waterhole. A waterhole in the outback is a wet soakage pit which dries out during extended pe- riods of dry, but at many times of the year water can be found by digging below the surface. A waterhole is often a source of life for animals and plants in an arid climate.
Dry River Bed
The front entrance path is symbolic of a dry riverbed which crosses the salt pan areas often at right angles. At times of flooding a river overflows and low-lying surrounding areas are where salt usually accumulates. The dry river bed connects with the begin- ning of the boomerang river, where water from the artesian basin bubbles to the sur- face forming new rivers which flow to the metaphorical east coast of Australia. The dry river bed comprises a range of tumbled stone pebbles (from quarry waste) in a variety of colours reflecting the hues of salt, sediment, and the Red Centre.
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Boomerang River 

This is where water from the artesian basin bubbles to the surface forming a river, which metaphorically flows to the east coast of Australia. The shape is in the iconic form of the traditional hunting boomerang, a strong symbol of Australia’s indigenous history and culture and the role this culture has played in the outback of Australia for thousands of years. Rivers provide life for wildlife and plants in the interior of Australia and this water feature depicts the beginning of the journey of water. The blue colour of the water feature reflects the blue sky of outback Australia which contrasts vividly with the iron-rich red sands. The black exterior profile of the boomerang will help to visually depict the bold shape.
Rabbit-Proof Fence 
In Western Australia there are three Rabbit-Proof Fences which stretch 3,253km. The Australian Garden at Cranbourne is surrounded by a Rabbit-Proof Fence to keep ver- min from destroying plant material. In the Chelsea garden, the fence is symbolic only, with stained timber upright blades providing a visual boundary between the outback area and the more habitable areas of the garden.
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The Fire Pit 
Fire has been important cultural and social element in Australia for thousands of years. Outdoor fireplaces are now popular in Australian gardens, especially in places like Al- ice Springs where days are hot and sunny and nights clear and cool. Along with water,
fire is also a provider of life and sustenance in outback Australia. The walling stone of
 

the fireplace is Mud Rock, a sedimentary rock found around Mansfield in rural north- eastern Victoria. Being sedimentary, the rock is soft but has a beautiful chocolate hue. The paving is sawn Mud Rock which is a new product in Melbourne. Mud Rock has been used extensively in the Australian Garden at Cranbourne. The wood in the fire place is reclaimed wood from Eucalypt trees burnt in the devastating Black Saturday bushfires of 7 February 2009. The wood has been cut from burnt trees in Break O’Day Road, Flowerdale, Victoria.
Red Outback Sand 
The red sand has been shipped from Melbourne and is the exact sand used at the Australian Garden in Cranbourne. The sand comprises a mix of quarried red sand with varying clay content. The sand comes from a quarry southeast of Melbourne.
The Central Lawn 
Green grass plays an important role in combating dust around cattle station home- steads in the outback. Grass provides a cooler micro-climate in areas where day-time temperatures can reach over 40°C. Having grass in this garden also symbolises the urbanisation of Australia. The shape of the lawn depicts the farmed green valleys found across the Great Dividing Range, which separates inland Australia with the east
Associate
[image: image22.png]T
Royal |
Botanic

Gardens
Melbourne



Sponsor

Associate
[image: image23.png]MACQUARIE



Supporter

Associate
[image: image24.png]


Supporter

Official
[image: image25.png]City of

Casey



Outfitter
[image: image4.png]MAXWELL"
fwiLLiams





[image: image26.png]
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coast. The grass in this garden is an Australian native grass called Griffin Weeping Grass (Microlaena stipoides ‘Griffin’).  Seed was shipped to England and specifically grown for the Chelsea garden. For more information see www.nativeseeds.com.au. Grass in this garden also helps show visitors visualise how to use Australian plants in their home gardens. The small pebble-shaped steppers are Mud Rock, providing a connection between the arid and the habitable parts of Australia.
The Inland Gorge 
Many parts of inner Australia which receive seasonal rain contain ancient gorges cre- ated by very old river systems cutting into layers of rock. These gorges often contain waterfalls, and after heavy monsoonal rains, water cascades down into low-lying riv- ers and eventually seeps back down into the Artesian Basin completing the cycle of the Journey of Water. Inland gorges can be home to ancient Palms such as Livistona sp., and cycads such as Macrozamia sp. In this Chelsea garden, the Gorge wall is comprised of rusted steel showing the iron-rich colours of outback Australia. The wall planters depict pockets of plants which grow wild in these rugged but sometimes water rich conditions. The sound and abundance of water cascading down the gorge wall demonstrates the importance of water as a source of life in Australia. The bottom level of the gorge is 30cm lower than the rest of the garden to create the illusion that the gorge drops well below the garden level. Rusted steel cubes depict chunks of rock in the gorge, and fingers of Mud Rock extend back out to the central lawn area.
Shade Pavilion 
The timber-clad shade pavilion is a modern structure intended to sit on top of the land- scape. The pavilion appears to float out across the gorge, but in fact the drop off is only 30cm. The timber cladding will be Spotted Gum (source is Corymbia citriodora, C. henryi, or C. mannifera) sourced sustainably (FSC) in Europe. The pavilion is some- where to sit in the shade out of the hot Australian sun, and reflects the timber-clad visitor centre at the Australian Garden at RBG Cranbourne.
Rusted Barbed Wire Ellipsoids 
These are sculptural pieces by Pam Wettenhall (through Eco Concepts) in Austral- ia. Pam reuses old rusted barbed wire from farms to create these sculptural garden forms. Pam lives on a working farm in Deniliquin, in the Riverina region of New South Wales. Tired of gardening over 15 years of drought, Pam looked beyond the garden gate at the wonderful sculptured shapes of the dead Eucalyptus trees, abandoned bird nests in the Acacias, spiny bushes accumulated along the endless fence lines and saltbushes growing out of the tops of fence posts which encouraged her to incor- porated these shapes and objects into the garden. Her work is a direct reflection of the Australian rural environment. During the recent years of drought, fences on Pam’s farm were being replaced. Hence the supply of rusty barbed and plain wire seemed appropriate to use to make various sculptural objects including the ellipsoids which
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remind her of the emu eggs that she once collected as a child on the treeless plains north of Conargo.
Ellipsoid Light Feature 

The pendant light in the shade pavilion is a rusted barbed wire ellipsoid by Pam Wettenhall from Eco Concepts in Australia. The internal light fitting has been added by Eco Concepts. To ensure safety, an outer casing of wire has been added to make the light fitting safe. The light will emit a warm orange glow adding to the feel of hot summer sun in Australia, and will hang at head height suspended over the Livingstone furniture.
Livingstones Furniture 
The pebble Livingstones furniture is by Stephanie Marin and is sold in the UK by Places and Spaces. See www.placesandspaces.com for more information. The shape of the Livingstones picks up on the pebble theme and natural style of this modern in- terpretation Australian Garden inspired by the Australian Garden at Cranbourne.
Cushions 
The cushions are made in Armadale, Melbourne and the fabric used was Crypton
Fabric Inside Outside range ‘Boardwalk’ pattern.
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Balustrade 
The balustrade is rusted steel bar frame with a rustic brush wood woven finish. The
 

balustrade was designed by Jim Fogarty and made by Semken Landscaping in Mel- bourne
Harrietville Gravel 
The gravel on the outside verge of the garden is from Harrietville in country Victoria. The gravel has a nice golden brown tone which picks up on the earthy and rusty tones in the garden.
– ENDS –
Media enquiries:
Australia
Katie O’Brien or Eleanor Bridger, Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne
03 9252 2470
kobrien@rbg.vic.gov.au or eleanor.bridger@rbg.vic.gov.au
UK
Lucy Pennington, Sam Hooper or Debbie Hindle at four bgb
0207 902 2990
Lucy.Pennington@fourbgb.com, Samantha.Hooper@fourbgb.com or
Debbie.Hindle@fourbgb.com
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