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Sculptures in the Gardens

The Magic Pudding
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Meet Bunyip Bluegum, Bill Barnacle, Albert the Puddin’ and Sam Sawnoff – the whimsical characters from Norman Lindsay’s delightful children’s book, The Magic Pudding. 

The Magic Pudding sculpture came into being through the support of the Committee for Melbourne, the National Gallery of Victoria, the City of Melbourne and the Victorian College of the Arts. It was inspired by a statue of Peter Pan in Hyde Park, London. The idea was to create something with a truly Australian theme and the bush folk characters of this well-loved Australian story made The Magic Pudding the perfect choice. 

Melbourne-based sculptor Louis Laumen tried to interpret as honestly as possible Norman Lindsay’s brilliant illustrations by bringing the light touch of Lindsay’s pencil and the wit that is displayed in the illustrations to life in the sculpture.
Sculpted in bronze, these characters are now an integral part of The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden. They celebrate the fun, frivolity, play and imagination that is so much a part of the Children’s Garden and children’s play.
This sculpture was generously sponsored by Aspect Computing Pty Ltd.

Location: In The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden, near O-Gate.

Neutrino
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This intriguing sculpture commemorates the opening of Observatory Gate, the new entry to the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne. Created by Canberra-based sculptor, Glenn Dunn, it was installed in 1999.
The spherical shape of Neutrino mirrors the domed-tops of the telescope houses. It’s made from marine ply and stainless steel  and weighs 1.5 tonne!

A neutrino is a sub-atomic particle (a tiny part of an atom) which travels at the speed of light and is very mysterious because it can only be seen when immersed in water.

We acknowledge the generous support of Philip Morris – Australia/New Zealand/South Pacific in the commissioning of Neutrino.

Location: Pacific Dunlop Plaza, near Observatory Gate

Herb Garden Sundial  
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How do you tell the time by the Sun? Visit the Herb Garden and have a go.
The central focus of the Herb Garden is a bronze armillary sphere sundial (armillary means bracelet or ring). As described on the plaque, the two rings represent the equator and the north-south meridian of the earth. A central rod (known as the gnomon) represents the Earth’s axis. The shadow it casts on the equatorial ring tells you the time.

The sundial was sculpted by Studio Massee and installed in 1987, with the kind assistance of the Herb Society of Victoria and an anonymous benefactor.
Location: Herb Garden

Baron Ferdinand von Mueller 
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This bronze bust commemorates the life and work of the Garden’s first director (1853 –1873) and founder of the National Herbarium of Victoria, Baron Ferdinand von Mueller. 
Commissioned as part of Victoria’s 150th celebrations in 1985, the sculpture celebrates Mueller’s extensive contributions to botany and horticulture both here at the Gardens and in regional botanic gardens around Victoria. It was sculpted by Marc Clark.

This commemorative sculpture was generously sponsored by the Lindsay Fox family and the German-Australian business community. 

Location: entrance to the Herbarium Discovery Walk, off the path leading from O Gate
Guilfoyle memorial sculpture
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During the period that William Guilfoyle was director (1873 –1909) the Garden’s landscape was significantly transformed. He relocated many of the existing trees and introduced design elements such as wide, curving paths and large, open lawns that make the Gardens the magnificent place that it is today.

This bronze sculpture commemorates Guilfoyle’s work. It was sculpted by Michael Meszaros, and was installed in December 1998. 

Location: Path that intersects the Western Lawn, Oak Lawn and National Herbarium.
