The Australian Garden presented by the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne
BACKGROUNDER
The Australian Garden at Royal Botanic Gardens
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Cranbourne
The Australian Garden is at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne, which is 
approximately 45 minutes south-east of Melbourne, Victoria.
The Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne is a division of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne. Encompassing 363 hectares, the site includes some of the most important bushland and wetlands in the region. Visitors to the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Cranbourne can enjoy the extensive walking tracks, where they have the opportunity to see native birds and animals, and many diverse plant communities.
The Australian Garden at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne is a major initiative of the Royal Botanic Gardens and its partners to develop a public garden showcasing Australian flora for community education, recreation, and conservation.
This unique new public garden is the first of its scale to have been created in 
Victoria for 150 years. The last comparable example in Victoria occurred in the 1870s, when William Guilfoyle began creating the magnificent Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne’s South Yarra.
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Sponsor
The Australian Garden Project is divided into two distinct stages. The former Victorian
 
 Premier, The Honourable Steve Bracks, officially opened the nine-hectare first stage
on 28 May 2006, with more than 10,000 members of the public in attendance. The second and final stage is scheduled for completion in 2012.
THE VISION FOR THE AUSTRALIAN GARDEN

In Australia, we take an intense interest in what it means to be Australian, what 
Australia means to us, and how best to deal with the many challenges that lie ahead. Our desire is to understand our ‘sense of place’ and our unique natural environment, and to live appropriately and sustainably within it.
The Australian Garden explores aspects of this sense of place that arise from our 
relationship with our natural environment. Through its landscapes, gardens and artworks, the Australian Garden offers greater understanding of our island continent’s environment, and of how its plants and biodiversity have become part of Australians’ sense of identity.
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BACKGROUNDER
Integral to this understanding is the ‘Journey of Water’ in the Australian landscape, and how its presence or absence affects our ecosystems and all living things within them. The cycle of water through plants and places helps us to understand the 
character of Australian landscapes and habitats. The recent drought has focussed public debate on whether current water management practices are sustainable. It is clear that our struggle to come to terms with the water cycle has influenced the way we live on this continent and will increasingly do so in the future.
The Australian Garden reflects the Journey of Water from the arid centre of Australia to the urban landscapes located on our continent’s more fertile coastal margins. In seeking to do this, the Australian Garden is unique among the major botanic gardens of the world.
WHO DESIGNED THE AUSTRALIAN GARDEN?
The Australian Garden was designed by leading landscape architects, Taylor Cullity Lethlean, with renowned plant designer Paul Thompson. In 1997, the design won the Landscape Excellence Award and the Landscape Master Plan Award from the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects (Victorian and Tasmanian Chapters). 
It was also successful in the 1998 Australian Institute of Landscape Architects’ national awards, winning the national Landscape Masterplan award.
THE AUSTRALIAN GARDEN STAGE 1
The first stage of the Australian Garden project included the development of the Visitor Centre, Rockpool Waterway, Escarpment Wall Sculpture, Red Sand Garden, Eucalypt Walk and five Exhibition Gardens.
The Australian Garden has already received significant acclaim, winning a total of 16 landscape and design awards. These include the Best New Tourism Development award at the 2006 Victorian Tourism Awards, and the equivalent national award in
the QANTAS Australian Tourism Awards 2007.
In 2009-10, nearly 50,000 visitors passed through the gates of Stage 1 to enjoy its spectacular showcase of Australian plant collections, landscapes, art works and interpretive displays and information.
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THE AUSTRALIAN GARDEN STAGE 2
The second stage of the Australian Garden will complete one of the most significant landscape projects in Australia, providing a fitting culmination to an internationally unique landscape experience. Through contemporary design, specialist horticulture, art and programs, visitors will explore Australia’s plants amongst a series of varied and dramatic landscape settings, which will illustrate the beauty, diversity and 
potential applications of Australian flora.
The nine hectares comprising Stage 2 of the Australian Garden will extend the 
success of Stage 1 and enhance community engagement and visitor experiences, with the addition of new plantings, public amenities, landscapes, artworks, interpretive information and educational resources. These will allow the Royal Botanic Gardens to extend its range of education programs, and increase the benefit and enjoyment this project is already providing to all visitors.
[image: image39.png]


Planning for the Australian Garden began in the 1950s, backed largely by the 
passion of the Royal Botanic Gardens’ patron, Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC, DBE. The Australian Garden showcases the remarkable plant life of this continent in an area covering 20 hectares. 
The second and final stage of the Australian Garden – approximately nine hectares – is scheduled for completion in 2012, following the unveiling of the show garden at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in May 2011.
MAJOR FEATURES OF THE AUSTRALIAN GARDEN STAGE 2
Eucalypt Walk
The Eucalypt Walk lies to the immediate south of the Gondwana Garden and 
celebrates the diversity in form, foliage, bark, smells and sounds that make up the unique Eucalyptus genus.
The Gondwana Garden and Eucalypt Walk extend along the western flank of the Australian Garden. Walking from south to north gradually surrounds visitors with an immersive experience, with canopy and understorey becoming more luxuriant and enveloping.
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Gondwana Garden
Visitors arriving at the Gondwana Garden, located to the north of the Eucalypt
Walk and south of the Ian Potter Lakeside Precinct, will discover a lush, abundantly planted place representing Australia’s ancient Gondwanan rainforests’ connections to the evolutionary history of the earth and its biodiversity.
The planting plan will be largely composed of Gondwanan species such as Antarctic Beech (Nothofagus moorei), Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwilli), Wollemi Pine (Wollemia nobilis), and Ivory Curl Tree (Buckinghamia celsissima). Gondwanan and rainforest species carefully selected by expert RBG botanists will provide experiences 
reminiscent of forests in long-distant times.
The Ian Potter Lakeside Precinct
To the north of the Gondwana Garden, a lake and associated community events space will be collectively named The Ian Potter Lakeside Precinct in recognition of the major grant made by The Ian Potter Foundation to the project. Equipping the Australian Garden with its principal outdoor location for community events such as festivals, functions, live music and theatre, a farmer’s market, and cinema 
screenings, the large public events space catering for up to 1,500 people will look out over the Ian Potter Lake, and act as a focal point for both education and entertainment. Detailed gardens within the forests will complement the landscape and provide frames for a sequence of clearings, performance spaces, artworks and interpretive structures.
Northern Display Gardens
The Northern Display Gardens will be a gallery of five themed display gardens, 
adjacent to a curving water body flanked by plantings on its western and southern banks. These display gardens will offer informative demonstrations of the use of Australian flora in a range of different types of urban residential garden. Each garden will provide students and other visitors with practical ‘take home’ examples and ideas. The precinct will include the ‘How To’ Garden, the Backyard Garden, the Lifestyle Garden, the Greening Cities Garden, the Promenade Plaza, and the Seaside Garden.
The Northern Display Gardens will also represent the conclusion of the ‘Journey of Water’, a design theme and public education program within the Australian Garden. The Journey of Water is an interpretive narrative that follows the physical journey of water through the Australian Garden. The journey reflects a metaphorical journey from Australia’s arid centre to its fertile coastal edges, which is used as a vehicle for studying stories and information about the varying geographical relationships between water and the land.
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The ‘How To’ Garden
A multi-faceted and interactive demonstration productive home garden tech niques using Australian flora, the How To Garden will include displays of soil amelioration, mulches, food production and cut flower gardens.
Backyard Garden
The Backyard garden provides a demonstration of how visitors can apply the lessons learned through their experiences of the Australian Garden in their own backyard.
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This garden creates a memorable demonstration of the opportunities that
bringing the garden experience into the house and allowing the interior to
extend out into the garden can offer. Materials and formal plantings combine to demonstrate how Australian plants can be utilised in a sustainable and contemporary manner.
Greening Cities Garden
[image: image60.png]State Government.

Victoria

A RA




The Greening Cities Garden will demonstrate the ideas and techniques required to stimulate the spread of urban greening, feeding demand for 
design ideas and plant selections that will transform urban outdoor spaces into flourishing and sustainable urban gardens.
Promenade Plaza
The Promenade Plaza will be a open space for a range of events, including school activities, outdoor functions, exhibitions, displays, and talks.
Seaside Garden
The Seaside garden illustrates the beauty and preciousness of our coastline and how gardens within this environment form part of a greater landscape condition that is both fragile and constantly shifting. A meandering path weaves through a coastal garden landscape connecting to fun demonstration pods that utilise found objects and materials to create whimsical garden experiences.
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The Melaleuca Spits
The Melaleuca Spits will be the Australian Garden’s principle representation of Australia’s rich and distinctive estuarine coastal topography and biodiversity. Strongly reminiscent of Australia’s coastal regions, this evocative feature of the Australian Garden landscape will be highly visible from many other locations within the Garden. Layers of aquatic reeds, sand spits, and bands of Melaleucas will provide particularly striking vistas from the River Walk precinct, Howson and Gibson Hills, and the Northern Display Gardens.
Australia’s coastal and estuarine regions contain vital and unique eco-systems, many of which are facing multiple sustainability challenges, including reduced water flows, climate change, salinity and urbanisation pressures. The Melaleuca Spits and its related education programs and signage will play an important role in 
increasing awareness of these issues and of the critical need to move towards sustainable water practices.
Eastern Display Gardens
Visitors proceeding northwards from the River Walk will encounter the Eastern 
Display Gardens. Dynamic displays will be on show here, utilising selections of some of the most visually spectacular Australian plants, including grafted, experimental and newly released varieties selected for their particular suitability to Melbourne-specific growing and soil conditions. The three Eastern Display Gardens are the Home Selection Garden, Research Garden, and Arbour Garden.
Howson Hill
Howson Hill, a major topographic feature of the Australian Garden Stage 2, emerges from a tranquil waterway north of the River Walk and is capped with existing rare and endangered Mallee Eucalypts that already reach a height of four to five metres.
A walk along the ridge line will provide access to these unique trees and a rich understorey of grasses and ancient Xanthorrhoea ‘grass trees’. The loosely defined path will culminate in a viewing platform affording sweeping views across the Australian Garden and along the Melaleuca Spits. A pathway providing continuous waterside access will link the two sections of the Display Gardens in the ‘valleys’ adjacent to Howson Hill.
River Walk
Located at the conclusion of the existing Rockpool Waterway, the River Walk will be a broad promenade with views across a meandering ‘river’ water body. The area comprises a curving, treed walkway of granitic gravel and a waterside section of 
timber decking and connects the Rockpool Waterway with the vibrant Display Gardens and Howson Hill.
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The River Walk is one of several locations in Stage 2 that will be used for public education and school group programs related to the Journey of Water. The landscape design incorporates waterside access that will facilitate instruction in aquatic flora and fauna, and ‘ponding’ activities for school students. A hardwood-floored amphitheatre with seating for 150 students will provide an outdoor classroom location fringed by Australian plants and shade-providing trees. The amphitheatre will also provide a venue for public activities such as recitals and outdoor lectures.
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Gibson Hill
Another prominent landscape feature, Gibson Hill, terminates views of the Sand
Garden seen from the Visitor Centre. It will be cloaked with blue-foliaged saltbush to
provide a visually arresting display. A winding path will provide access to the top of
 

the Hill, where seating and viewing platforms will provide a place to rest with elevated
views to the Sand Garden and Rockpool Waterway.
Weird and Wonderful Garden
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In the heart of the Australian Garden, this mysterious garden will focus attention on some of the stranger forms of Australian flora, including dramatic plants such as Doryanthes, cycads, Xanthorrhoea, Brachychiton, Flindersia and Livistona. These plants will be juxtaposed with vaults of Castlemaine stone and water features to create a surreal landscape. Adjacent seats and orientation facilities will ensure this becomes a special family and tourist destination.
Treatment Wetland
The Treatment Wetland is being constructed to ensure the water quality in the lakes, and to serve as a demonstration of best-practice techniques for the biological 
treatment of water in a created water body. Water will be circulated through the wetland, allowing plants and micro-organisms to strip nutrients and prevent algal blooms. The wetland will be regularly visited by guided groups for educational activities.
The natural wetland that exists in the same area to the northeast of the Garden already supports two populations of threatened species, a terrestrial orchid and a lizard, and a rare species of pygmy perch. Sea eagles and bandicoots are two other significant species known to inhabit the wetland. The created wetland will be 
managed to provide additional habitat for these species.
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MAJOR FEATURES OF THE AUSTRALIAN GARDEN STAGE 2
The Ian Potter Lakeside
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VISITING THE AUSTRALIAN GARDEN
Opening Hours
The Australian Garden is open daily from 9am to 5pm. The Australian Garden is closed on Christmas Day.
Guided Tours and Bookings
Guided tours and education programs are available. These cater to visitors of all ages. Our visitor programs explore the stories of the Australian landscape in more detail. A complete list of programs is available at www.rbg.vic.gov.au/australian_gar- den. Bookings can be made by calling +61 3 5990 2245.
Visitor Centre
The Visitor Centre features the Visitor Information service and ticketing, The Gardens Shop, a café and gallery space, as well as a dramatic stepped and ramped entrance into the Australian Garden. Designed by Kerstin Thompson Architects, the Melbourne-based architectural practice was chosen unanimously by a panel of judges for its innovative and elegant design. Set among the treetops, the Visitor Centre caters for visitors to both the bushland experience of the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne and the Australian Garden. The weathered timber-clad building has been designed to give a tree-top experience for visitors, offering a tantalising glimpse of the vistas of both the bushland and the Australian Garden, and at the same time ensuring that the existing ecology of the site is retained. The Visitor Centre has been designed to follow Ecologically Sustainable Development principles.
Boonerwurrung Café
The Boonerwurrung Café, with enticing views over the Australian Garden, offers 
delicious bush-food inspired meals, as well as coffee, tea and light snacks. The Café is open from 9am to 5pm. For bookings and more information contact +61 3 9252 2390 or rbg@blakesfeast.com.au.
Contact Details
The Australian Garden
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne Corner Ballarto Road and Botanic Drive Cranbourne 3977
Telephone: +61 3 5990 2200
Facsimile: +61 3 5990 2250 www.rbg.vic.gov.au/australian_garden

 HYPERLINK http://www.australiangarden.com 
 www.australiangarden.com
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Media enquiries:
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BACKGROUNDER
– ENDS –
Australia
Katie O’Brien or Eleanor Bridger at the Royal Botanic Gardens
03 9252 2470
kobrien@rbg.vic.gov.au or eleanor.bridger@rbg.vic.gov.au
UK
Lucy Pennington, Sam Hooper or Debbie Hindle at four bgb
0207 902 2990
Lucy.Pennington@fourbgb.com, Samantha.Hooper@fourbgb.com or
Debbie.Hindle@fourbgb.com
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