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12 January 2011
MEDIA RELEASE
Royal Botanic Gardens teams up with South East Water and the City of Casey for FREE family fun day at the Australian Garden 
Bring the kids to the Australian Garden at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne on Wednesday 19 January for a day of FREE family fun!
Enjoy a free barbecue, children’s activities, gardening workshops and learn all about dry weather gardening and sustainable water use in your garden. Best of all, thanks to the generous support of South East Water, there will be FREE entry to the Australian Garden on this special day!

The kids will love the “Wall of Buckets”, ‘Desert Fairies and Elves’ art and craft activities, potting up a plant, making colourful badges, story time and performers, a sing-a-long, and much more.
For home gardeners, there will be plenty of experts on hand to guide you through plant selection, water use, and how to maintain a lovely garden in a dry climate. Find out all about drought-tolerant plants on a guided tour with John Arnott, Manager of Horticulture at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne or join a guided tour of the Australian Garden and discover which plants would be perfect for your home garden. 

“For many of us, the task of planning and planting our own garden can be very daunting,” said John Arnott, Manager, Horticulture at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne. 
“This event is all about de-mystifying the process and helping visitors to get the most out of their garden, whether it’s large, small or on a balcony,” he explained. 

Glenn Goldsmith, Manager – Key Customer Relationships at South East Water, added that a team would be around throughout the day to answer any questions about sustainable water use in the garden, and provide tips on drought proofing gardens at home.
“This free family day really is a one-stop shop for anyone who isn’t sure where to start with their garden,” he explained. 

“Home gardeners will be in good hands at the Royal Botanic Gardens, and we are proud to be supporting this event. We are committed to encouraging community use of sustainable water solutions, and will have a range of resources available on the day with tips on easy ways to save water at home.” 

“Visitors are also encouraged to bring in their old shower heads and swap them for a brand new, water-wise one,” he added.

City of Casey Mayor Cr Shar Balmes believes the event is a great initiative and a good starting point for new residents to the area. 
“Not only is the event going to be a lot of fun, it’s also a great opportunity to ask those gardening and water use questions you’ve always wanted to ask,” she said.
Family Fun Day at RBG Cranbourne
The Australian Garden

Wednesday 19 January, 9am – 5pm
	Time
	Activity
	Presented by

	9am – 5pm
	South East Water activities:
· Wall of buckets

· Badge making

· Giveaway kiosk

· Shower head exchange stall

· Hydration Station


	South East Water

	10am – 2pm
	South East Water activities:
· Story time and performers

· Sing-a-long

· Mystery bag game 


	South East Water

	11am – 4pm
	City of Casey activities:

· Pot up a seed

· Composting demonstration


	City of Casey

	11am – 2pm
	FREE barbecue

	RBG and Blakes Feast

	11am – 12pm
	Guided tour: The Australian Garden Journey 

	RBG Volunteer Guide

	11.30am – 12.30pm
	Children’s activity: Fairy and elf craft (drop in/out activity)
Guided tour: The Plants of the Australian Garden


	RBG
RBG Horticulture staff

	1 – 1.30pm
	Guided tour: Walk and Talk – drought tolerant plants
	John Arnott, Manager of Horticulture at RBG Cranbourne
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