Literature in the Gardens VELS Guide for RBG Education Staff
Levels 1-4

The following points are a summary of the most significant modifications to the Literature in the Gardens programs in light of VELS requirements. If you do not already mention these points please begin to include them in your discussion and learning experiences with students. You will also be able to discuss these with visiting teachers if they are unsure as to how we meet VELS. Feel free to be pro-active about giving teachers this information in your discussions with them. Our evaluation sheets have been modified to get very clear responses about how we meet teacher’s needs to meet the VELS requirements.

Health and PE: Both Belonging and The Paradise Garden focus on food choices, including plants as food and how food choices effect our lives. Both also deal with the way that green spaces in cities can add to the quality of our lives. Invite discussion from the children on both these topics where relevant.
Interpersonal Development: Use the characters in the stories (particularly in Belonging and The Paradise Garden) to examine their emotional responses to change, belonging to a community/place, self-growth and reflection. Encourage the children to contribute to the discussion by sharing their own related experiences.
Personal Leaning: Ask at the start of the session: What do you think your focus will be today? What might you be here to learn? And remember to follow up at the conclusion of the session; What did you learn today?
Civics and Citizenship: The texts for Literature in the Gardens have been chosen for their ability to generate discussion about caring for the environment, considering our role within our community and the way that community action can bring about positive change. In The Waterhole Program students look at the value of water in the environment and ways that they can use water sustainably. In Belonging, students discuss the role of community members in making positive change within their street. The Paradise Garden focuses on our need for gardens as places of refuge and healing for people and other animals.   Students are encouraged to participate in discussion, respond to the text and listen to diverse points of view with tolerance.  Key Questions: How does the character in the story play an active role for change in their community? How can we contribute to change/ live more sustainably? (especially Belonging)
The Arts: Ask the children to imagine being the artist exploring the RBG; encourage use of sense and invite responses about colour, light, texture, shape. Explain that the artists also would have spent a long time immersed in the environment observing (Jeannie camped alone in the places where she researched her books). Encourage children to respond to artistic elements in the books. Students gather plant material for use in collage, talk about their work and respond to each other’s.
Humanities: Focus topic: Change to landscape over time (natural and human activities). Use questions to make links to the RBG and apply the learning to the students’ own local environment/school.
English: Students listen and respond to the text, making reference to their own experiences and listening actively to others. They imagine themselves as ‘writer’ using their senses and their imaginations to look closely at the environment for details for stories. Use immersion techniques to engage students’ imaginations. Encourage children to find the words to describe what they experience, sharing their discoveries with their peers and teachers.

Science: In this program students explore relationships within living systems. In The Waterhole the focus is on examining living systems around wetlands.  Students also examine plant adaptations for surviving in climates with a lot of water (rainforests) and little water (arid environments). They also examine how humans effect living systems with their need for resources and examine how resources can be used sustainably. They propagate a water conservation plant and observe life around a water hole. In the Belonging and The Paradise Garden programs students explore how cities can sustain plant and animal life and, how by growing plants, humans can enhance biodiversity in cities. Students observe plant-animal interactions in the Gardens and propagate a plant to grow at school. Ask students how gardens at school or at home can use resources wisely and sustain biodiversity.

Communication: Students listen to information provided but are also asked to interact with their presenters, formulate questions and draw on their own personal experiences. Students are also asked to interact with their peers in the creation of their art works.

Design, Creativity, Technology: During this program students gather plant material from the Gardens to use as art material for their collage. They need to feel the material to ascertain its worth as glueable material to cardboard. 

Thinking Processes: ‘allow children to wonder, question and become adventurous in their thinking’. Allow them to use their senses to make and share observations. Introduce the term ‘hypothesis’, encourage children to make them, and allow others to respond. 
	Strand: Physical, Personal and Social Learning

Literature in the Gardens is a program designed for the Early Years. It seeks to use the landscapes of the Royal Botanic Gardens to enhance exploration of children’s picture story books and also to students understanding of the environment and the role of green spaces in cities. Within the strand Physical, Personal and Social Learning the program is able to include criteria from all of the domains. 

One of the following texts can be selected as the focus text:

The Waterhole by Graham Base: Focuses on the importance of water for plant and animal life, water-wise gardening and life around wetlands.

Belonging by Jeannie Baker: Deals with issues around sustainable cities, green spaces and gardens in cities, growing food and indigenous plants. It also focuses on the sense of belonging to a community and the role of community in effecting change.

Where the forest Meets the Sea by Jeannie Baker: deals with biodiversity in rainforests, rainforest conservation and effects of change and a boy’s relationship with a wild place.
The Paradise Garden by Colin Thompson: Examines the role of a botanic garden (and other green spaces) as habitat for animals and in their role as meeting the health needs of people who live in cities eg enhancing a sense of belonging.

	Domain: Health and Physical Education
The Literature in the Gardens Program explores the role of botanic gardens (and other green spaces) as contributing to the health of individuals in the community through providing a place for recreation, exercise and as haven from the pace/noise of a city.  Belonging and The Paradise Garden examine growing plants as food and the way our food choices effect our lives. 

Learning Focus Level 1: Students are introduced to the basic principles of living an active and healthy life and begin to learn about the importance of eating a variety of foods.

Learning Focus Level 2: Students explore people's needs at various stages of development and recognise that some needs apply to all stages of life. 

Standards: Level 3
Dimension: Health Knowledge and Promotion
Students describe how physical and social components in the local environment contribute to wellbeing and identify how health services and products address the health needs and concerns of the local community. Students explain basic concepts of identity and use simple strategies to maintain and support their self-worth.

Learning Focus Level 4: Students consider what it means to be physically, socially and emotionally healthy.

Standards: Level 4

Dimension: Health Knowledge and Promotion 

Students identify and discuss the validity of the ways in which people define their own and other people’s identity. They describe the physical, social and emotional dimensions of health and establish health goals and plan strategies for improving their personal health.



	Domain: Interpersonal Development
Through the character’s experiences in the literature, students consider their own need to belong to a community and their role within the community. Throughout the program students interact with their peers, teachers, adult helpers and presenter to complete tasks.  They recognize and describe the feelings of characters in the stories and compare these with their own and other’s emotional responses.

Standards: Level 1
Dimension: Interpersonal Development: 

Students contribute to the development of positive social relationships in a range of contexts.

Learning Focus: Level 2 

Through activities such as reading, discussion and role-play, students learn to recognise and describe the feelings and emotional responses of others. They compare these with their own emotional responses and adjust their behaviour in response.

Learning Focus: Level 3

Students are encouraged to think about their values and how these affect their feelings and behaviour.

Dimension: Building Social Relationships
Students demonstrate respect for others and exhibit appropriate behaviour for maintaining friendships with other people. They support each other by sharing ideas and materials, offering assistance, giving appropriate feedback and acknowledging individual differences. 

Learning Focus: Level 4

Students explore a range of contexts, both within and beyond school, in which individuals are required to work effectively as part of a team. They discuss appropriate knowledge, skills and behaviours in these contexts and the importance of developing these.



	Domain: Personal Learning

In this program students are encouraged to listen, ask questions and clarify understandings. The possibilities of the Royal Botanic Gardens excursion as a learning opportunity is discussed with the students. ie What do you think your focus will be today? What might you be here to learn?

Learning Focus: Levels 1 & 2

Students reflect on their own learning by responding to prompts such as, ‘What do you know now that you didn’t know before?’ 

Students are provided with opportunities to learn with peers and to share their feelings and thoughts about learning with others. They begin to understand that listening to the responses of others can assist them to make sense of new experiences and provide useful cues for their own learning. Students are encouraged to take risks with their learning and begin to understand that mistakes can be a vehicle for further learning. 

Standards: Levels 3 & 4
Dimension: The Individual Learner
They seek teacher feedback to develop their content knowledge and understanding.


	Domain: Civics and Citizenship

The texts for Literature in the Gardens have been chosen for their ability to generate discussion about caring for the environment, considering our role within our community and the way that community action can bring about positive change. In The Waterhole Program students look at the value of water in the environment and ways water can be used sustainably. In Belonging, students discuss the role of community members in making positive change within their street. The Paradise Garden focuses on our need for gardens as places of refuge and healing for people and other animals.   Students are encouraged to participate in discussion, respond to the text and listen to diverse points of view with tolerance.
Learning Focus: Level 1 Students engage in school and cultural events in a responsible and active way. 

Learning Focus: Level 2 Students begin to appreciate the common values important to groups and individuals; for example, fairness, tolerance, understanding and respect. 

Students investigate the ways individuals, families, groups and communities can work to improve their environment. 

Learning focus: Level 3

Students learn about the different types of groups in the community and their functions; for example, school groups and local volunteer groups such as charitable and environmental organisations They participate in community, school- and/or home-based projects designed to protect and care for the natural and built environment and promote the sustainable management of resources that they use; for example, by reducing, reusing and recycling paper and plastics, reducing use of fossil fuel by walking or cycling to school, reducing water consumption, and contributing to community events

Standards Level 3

Dimension: Civic Knowledge and Understanding 

Students explain why protection and care for the natural and built environment is important. 

Dimension: Community Engagement 

Students describe the benefits of action at the local level and the democratic aspects of the process. They participate in activities to protect and care for the natural and built environment. 

Learning Focus: Level 4 Students explore ways in which they can actively participate in their school and community.



	Strand: Discipline-based Learning

English and The Arts are the domains strongly supported by this program through studies of the art and text of a children’s story book, although because the books are used as tools to explore the environment there are also criteria met across the domains of Science and Humanities.  The objective for the program is that it meets criteria in an integrated cross-curricular approach.



	Domain: The Arts

In this program students walk through the Gardens as an artist using their senses and hands on experiences to identify colour, texture, light, shade and examining details of plants. They consider the artist at work in gathering information. They examine and discuss the art of the focus picture story-book identifying artistic elements and effects. Students respond to text, art and the environment by creating their own artwork using plant material collected to create a collage. They share ideas on their artistic choices and listen to other students talk about their art.

Learning Focus: Level 1

Students make visual arts works that express and communicate experiences, observations, ideas and feelings about themselves and their world. With guidance, they make arts works in traditional and contemporary arts forms in response to stimuli drawn from sources such as play, problem solving, imagination, observation, incursions and excursions.

Standards: Level 1
Dimension: Creating and Making
At Level 1, students make and share performing and visual arts works that communicate observations, personal ideas, feelings and experiences. They explore and, with guidance, use a variety of arts elements (on their own or in combination), skills, techniques and processes, media, materials, equipment and technologies in a range of arts forms. They talk about aspects of their own arts works, and arts works and events in their community.

Standards: Level 2

Dimension: Creating & Making
At Level 2, students create and present performing and visual arts works that show emerging arts knowledge and an ability to plan arts works that communicate ideas, concepts, observations feelings and/or experiences. They demonstrate an emerging ability to select, arrange and make choices about expressive ways of using arts elements, principles and/or conventions. They use skills, techniques, processes, media, materials, equipment and technologies in a range of arts forms. They identify, describe and discuss characteristics of their own and others’ arts works.

Standards: Level 3

Dimension: Creating and Making

At Level 3, students create and present works in a range of arts forms that communicate experiences, ideas, concepts, observations and feelings. They select and combine a range of arts elements, principles and/or conventions, and use a range of skills, techniques and processes, media, materials, equipment and technologies. They show evidence of arts knowledge when planning arts works for different purposes and audiences and identify techniques and features of other people’s works that inform their own arts making. They refine their work in response to feedback and self-evaluation. 

Dimension: Exploring and responding 

At Level 3, students comment on the exploration, development and presentation of their arts works, including the use of specific arts elements, principles and/or conventions, skills, techniques and processes. They identify and describe key features of arts works from their own and other cultures, and use arts language to describe and discuss the communication of ideas, feelings and purpose in their own and other people’s arts works. 

Standards: Level 4

Dimension: Creating and Making
At Level 4, students independently and collaboratively experiment with and apply a range of skills, techniques and processes using a range of media, materials, equipment and technologies to plan, develop, refine, make and present arts works. They investigate a range of sources to generate ideas and manipulate arts elements, principles and/or conventions in a range of arts disciplines and forms as they explore the potential of ideas. In their arts works, they communicate ideas and understandings about themselves and others, incorporating influences from their own and other cultures and times.

Dimension: Exploring and Responding
They interpret and compare key features of arts works made in a range of times, places and cultures.

	Domain: Humanities

In the Literature in the Gardens program students use the stories (Belonging, The Water Hole) to examine change to landscape over time. They explore the landscapes of the Royal Botanic Gardens to identify change and the reasons for change.  Students observe and discuss real issues effecting the RBG and prompted by questions to apply their thinking to their local environment and community.  

Learning Focus: Level 1
Through activities such as (examining the artwork in picture story books), developing personal and family timelines, examining photographs and buildings, and visits from community members, they learn about the concepts of time - chronology and sequencing, and change and continuity. 

Students explore how and why natural factors (for example, changes in the weather) and human activities (for example, the closing of a park) affect their lives.

Participating in activities such as wearing protection from the sun, saving energy, saving water, and recycling, they develop their awareness of environmental issues. 

Learning Focus: Level 2

Through observation, they investigate and describe elements of the natural and built environments in their local area. 

By observing the characteristics of different places, and prompted by questions, students think about environmental differences, locally and in other parts of Australia and the world, and why these differences exist.

Students are introduced to the concept of resources and their management, and begin to understand how resource use reflects community interdependence and economic sustainability. 

they develop their understanding of the concepts of time - chronology and sequencing, and change and continuity - through a study of changes in the local community over time.

Learning Focus: Level 3

Students investigate the human and physical characteristics of their local area and other parts of Victoria and consider features of their local community that have changed over time. 

Students develop awareness and understanding of the effects of people's interactions with their environment and the ways in which these affect their lives.

Standards: Level 3
Dimension: Humanities Knowledge and Understanding

From direct observation or observation of a variety of media, they describe the human and physical characteristics of their local area and other parts of Victoria. They describe how people use and affect different environments in Victoria. 



	Domain: English

Students listen and respond to the text, making reference to their own experiences and listening actively to others. They imagine themselves as ‘writer’ using their senses and their imaginations to look closely at the environment for details for stories. Immersion techniques are used by the presenter to engage students’ imaginations. Children are encouraged to find the words to describe what they experience, sharing their discoveries with their peers and teachers.

Learning Focus: Level 1 

Students learn that print text maintains a constant message, and they use title, illustrations and knowledge of a text topic to predict meaning in texts. They contribute ideas during class and group discussion, and follow simple instructions. They learn to retell what they have heard and ask and answer simple questions for information and clarification. Students learn and practise the skills of being attentive listeners in formal and informal classroom situations. They listen and respond to a range of simple texts, including books read aloud. When sharing and responding to ideas and information in print, visual and electronic texts, students make connections with their own experiences and ideas. 

Dimension; Speaking and Listening 

Students listen to and produce brief spoken texts that deal with familiar ideas and information. 

Learning Focus: Level 2

As students work towards the achievement of Level 2 standards in English, they extend their knowledge of how language is used in a range of written and spoken texts. With teacher support and through the sharing of texts, students develop a consciousness of texts – how they are constructed and the purposes they fulfil. Students engage in individual, small group and teacher-directed activities in which they read a variety of texts and explore the wide range of purposes, contexts and audiences for which texts are produced. They learn to recognise that texts are constructed by authors, and distinguish between texts that represent real and imaginary experience. Through class discussions they consider the opinions and viewpoints of others and become aware that there are different interpretations of texts. They begin to connect the themes and ideas in texts to their own knowledge and experience. Students practise the skills of being attentive listeners in a wider range of contexts. They listen to spoken texts that deal with familiar ideas and information, recall some of the main ideas and information presented, and use questions to clarify meaning. They listen to and interpret texts such as serialised readings or films. 

Standards: Level 2

Dimension: Speaking and Listening

They contribute to group activities by making relevant comments and asking clarifying questions to facilitate communication. After listening to short live or recorded presentations, they recall some of the main ideas and information presented. They listen to others and respond appropriately to what has been said. 

Learning Focus: Level 3

Through discussion, students develop their understanding of why interpretations of a text may vary, and how the choice of subject matter is influenced by context, the author’s purpose, and the intended audience. They read more critically and learn about the use of some simple symbolic meanings and stereotypes in texts.

Students develop confidence in writing a range of imaginative and informative texts, including simple narratives and descriptions, and texts that explain, inform and express a point of view. Students recognise that speaking and listening provide opportunities to exchange information, to share and explore ideas, and to express opinions and listen to the opinions of others. They participate in discussions, conversations and presentations in small and large groups, learning to vary their speaking and listening to suit the context, purpose and audience. Students develop skills in listening attentively during class and group discussions, and to factual spoken texts such as audio, film and invited presentations. They practise identifying the topic, retelling information accurately, asking clarifying questions, volunteering information and justifying opinions.

	Domain: Science

In this program students explore relationships within living systems. In The Waterhole the focus is on examining living systems around wetlands.  Students also examine plant adaptations for surviving in climates with a lot of water (rainforests) and little water (arid environments). They also examine how humans effect living systems with their need for resources and examine how resources can be used sustainably. They propagate a water conservation plant and observe life around a water hole. In the Belonging and The Paradise Garden programs students explore how cities can sustain plant and animal life and, how by growing plants, humans can enhance biodiversity in cities. Students observe plant-animal interactions in the Gardens and propagate a plant to grow at school. They discuss how gardens at school or at home can use resources wisely and sustain biodiversity.

Learning Focus: Level 1
Students use their senses to explore the world around them; for example, day and night, the seasons, and living and non-living things. 

Learning Focus: Level 2  Students observe and describe phenomena.

Learning Focus: Level 3

They begin to understand how different parts work together in plants and animals to produce change and to aid in survival; for example, growth and movement. They learn to classify things that they find in their environment as living (biotic) or non-living (abiotic). They investigate how humans affect the survival of living things and change the environment, and how interactions between living things in the environment change. They investigate natural processes that change the environment over short periods of time (tsunami, drought, floods) and long periods of time (weathering and erosion). Students are introduced to the concept of a sustainable environment and their role in contributing to it; for example, involvement in local litter programs and recycling at home and at school. 

Standards: Level 3
Dimension: Science Knowledge and Understanding

Students identify and describe the structural features of living things, including plants and animals. They identify how these features operate together to form systems which support living things to survive in their environments. They distinguish between biotic and abiotic factors in their environment and describe interactions that occur between them. They describe natural physical and biological conditions, and human influences in the environment, which affect the survival of living things.

Standards: Level 4

Dimension: Science at Work

Students analyse a range of science-related local issues and describe the relevance of science to their own and other people’s lives. They explain how sustainable practices have been developed and/or are applied in their local environment.



	Strand: Interdisciplinary Learning

The Literature in the Gardens Program is designed for students of the Early Years but can be adapted for the Middle Years (Upper Primary). Within the Interdisciplinary Learning Strand this program is able to meet criteria in the thinking Processes and Communication Domains.



	Domain: Communication

Students listen to information provided but are also asked to interact with their presenters, formulate questions and draw on their own personal experiences. Students are also asked to interact with their peers in the creation of their art works.
Learning Focus: Levels 1, 2 & 3

As students work towards the achievement of Level 4 standards in Communication, they begin to identify basic communication conventions in the classroom and playground such as being attentive listeners, facing the speaker, and taking turns. They learn to focus their attention and to listen without interrupting. Students practise retelling what a speaker has said to them and learn to ask questions when appropriate, exploring the interactive nature of communication. 

When communicating with others, students begin to distinguish between differing contexts, purposes and audiences and they learn to modify their communication accordingly; for example, when playing with friends in the playground and talking to classroom visitors. 

As students work towards the achievement of Level 4 standards in Communication, they listen attentively when required and learn to respond and interject appropriately. They learn about appropriate body language when reacting to a speaker and use feedback from peers and the teacher on their own body language to improve their reactions. They practise paraphrasing what a speaker has said to check meaning and ask clarifying questions where meaning is unclear. 

Standards: Level 4

Dimension: Listening, viewing and responding

At Level 4, students ask clarifying questions about ideas and information they listen to and view. They develop interpretations of the content and provide reasons for them. They explain why peers may develop alternative interpretations. 

	Domain: Design, Creativity & Technology

During this program students gather plant material from the Gardens to use as art material for their collage. They need to feel the material to ascertain its worth as glueable material to cardboard. 

Learning Focus: Level 1, 2 

Students investigate everyday, familiar products and recognise the basic characteristics and materials/ingredients from which they are made and how they are used. They explore the differences between natural products and artefacts, and learn that materials can be recycled and reused to produce new products.

They play with and manipulate materials/ingredients in both a free and focused manner to foster development of their design and technical skills. 

Students independently, or in collaboration with peers or adults, explore the use of common materials such as paper, cardboard, glue, fabric, wood, soil and plants, plastic containers, string, paddle-pop sticks and food ingredients.



	Domain: Thinking Processes
Throughout the presentation the children use their senses to explore the rainforest areas within the Royal Botanic Gardens and are encouraged to ask questions, make hypothesis and interact with the presenter and their peers. The students also explore the material that is provided or collected in order to create a rainforest creature. This program is suitable as a tuning in activity or as a gathering information activity for questions already devised at school.

Learning Focus: Levels 1 & 2
As students work towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in Thinking Processes, they explore a wide variety of familiar contexts. With encouragement and support, they wonder, question and become adventurous in their thinking about these contexts. Students practise using all of their senses to develop skills in making observations which they share and record. 

As students work towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in Thinking Processes, they explore the community and environment around them, and increasingly consider contexts and information, which lie beyond their immediate experience. Questions and wondering are encouraged, recorded and shared, and become the basis for further learning. 

Students develop their skills in making accurate observations about people and events, and they begin to use a variety of means to record their observations. They develop their own explanations for the observations they make and learn to question the accuracy of other people’s explanations. They begin to understand that people are more likely to believe an explanation if evidence or reasons are provided. They develop their skills in using a range of sources of information when investigating selected questions. 

Standards: Level 3

Dimension: Reasoning, processing and inquiry
At Level 3, students collect information from a range of sources to answer their own and others’ questions. They question the validity of sources when appropriate. They apply thinking strategies to organise information and concepts in a variety of contexts, including problem-solving activities. They provide reasons for their conclusions.

Standards: Level 4

At Level 4, students develop their own questions for investigation, collect relevant information from a range of sources and make judgments about its worth. They distinguish between fact and opinion. They use the information they collect to develop concepts, solve problems or inform decision making and develop reasoned arguments using supporting evidence.


