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MEDIA RELEASE
FREE Family Fun Day at the Australian Garden 
Bring the kids to the Australian Garden at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne on Friday 20 January, 10am – 5pm, for a day of FREE family fun!

Proudly presented by RBG Cranbourne, South East Water, and the City of Casey, there will be lots to see and do including a free barbecue, children’s activities, live music and performances, guided tours, and gardening workshops. 
The kids will love South East Water’s ‘Wall of Buckets’ game, art and craft activities, making colourful badges, story time and performers, live performances from Vox Bandicoot and the Shenanigans, a sing-a-long, and much more.

For home gardeners, the experts from the Royal Botanic Gardens will host workshops on Garden Design and Water Saving Gardens. The Garden Ambassadors will also be on hand to guide you through garden design, plant selection, and how to maintain a lovely garden in a dry climate. 

Join one of our knowledgeable guides for a guided tour of Stage 2 of the Australian Garden, which will open to the public in spring 2012, and enjoy a sneak peek of the complete vision for this bold garden landscape.

“The Australian Garden is looking quite spectacular at the moment,” said John Arnott, Manager, Horticulture at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne. 

“It’s bound to provide lots of inspiration for home gardeners and the Family Fun Day is a great opportunity to come along and find out more about plants and gardening while the kids enjoy the activities on offer,” he said. 
For the team at South East Water, it’s a chance to put the community front and centre. 
“We expect a terrific turnout to our second Family Fun Day, with close to 2,000 people from our local community attending last year’s event,” said Katrina Jones, South East Water’s Acting General Manager of Customer and Community. 

“We see the Family Fun Day as a chance for families to enjoy the beauty of the Botanic Gardens while picking up useful hints about water efficiency and sustainable living,” she added. 

City of Casey Mayor Cr Sam Aziz believes the event is a great initiative and a good starting point for new residents to the area. 

“Not only is the event going to be a lot of fun, it’s also a great opportunity to ask those gardening and water use questions you’ve always wanted to ask,” he said.
– ENDS –
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Family Fun Day at RBG Cranbourne
The Australian Garden

Friday 20 January, 10am – 5pm
	Activity


	Time
	Location
	Presented by

	CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES


Hydration Station

Story telling and songs, mystery bag game

Wall of buckets game, badge making, giveaway kiosk
	9am – 5pm

10am – 2pm

10am – 4pm


	Kids Backyard

Rockpool Pavilion and under the Visitor Centre

Under the Visitor Centre
	South East Water (SEW)

SEW

SEW



	FREE BBQ

	11.30am – 1.30pm


	Entry foyer next to the Visitor Centre


	RBG Cranbourne and Blakes Feast 

	LIVE PERFORMANCES

Vox Bandicoot 

Shenanigans bush band

	11 – 11.15am 
12 – 12.15pm 
1 –1.15pm

12 – 2pm
	Rockpool precinct

Rockpool precinct


	

	GUIDED TOURS

Snapshots of Australia 

Sneak peek of Australian Garden Stage 2
	11am – 12 noon

12.30 – 1.30pm
1.30 – 2.30pm

	Meet under the Visitor Centre

Meet at the Visitor Centre


	RBG Cranbourne

John Arnott, Manager of Horticulture, RBG Cranbourne



	GARDENING INFORMATION

Garden Ambassadors

Composting, weeds, and native plant information session

Presentation from Sustainable Gardening Australia: Bush Foods – Indigenous Species on your Plate

	10am – 3pm

10am – 4pm

1 – 2pm


	Garden Ambassador marquee

Under the Visitor Centre 

Garden Ambassador marquee
	RBG Cranbourne 

City of Casey

Sustainable Gardening Australia

	GARDENING WORKSHOPS

Ask the Expert: Water Saving in your Garden

Ask the Expert: Garden Design


	11.30am – 12 noon

12 – 12.30pm
	Water Saving Garden

Exhibition Garden
	John Arnott, Manager of Horticulture, RBG Cranbourne

Jill Burness, Landscape Planner, RBG Cranbourne
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