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 The Victorian Alps

The high-country of north-eastern Victoria, the Victorian Alps contain many different vegetation types including alpine and sub-alpine woodlands, heaths, bogs and grasslands.

Today, more than 300 plant species in the alps are either rare or threatened with extinction.
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Cope Valley. Photo: Neville Walsh

Zieria citriodora
This species is a woody sub-shrub that grows to around 20cm high. Its conspicuous, four-petalled flowers are pale pink to white and appear from late winter to late summer.  Its leaves are dotted with oil glands and are highly aromatic - when crushed they smell strongly of lemon.  This species was only described in 2002. 

The distribution of Zieria citriodora is highly restricted. There are two populations in the Kybeyan Ranges east of Cooma in the southern tablelands of NSW, and a single population near the source of the Murray River in eastern Victoria. It is estimated that only 600 plants are growing in the wild. 

The Victorian population was burnt in the severe bushfires of 2003 and is still recovering.  Increased fire frequency (a possible consequence of climate change) threatens the species with extinction as it doesn’t have the ability to resprout after fire.
Buffalo Sallow Wattle (Acacia phlebophylla)
This species grows as a twisted shrub or tree to 6 m high.  Flowers form in scattered spikes and the seed pods are gently curving.  Flowers occur from June to December and fruits form from November to March.  Buffalo Sallow Wattle is known only from the Buffalo Ranges in Victoria, where it occurs above 350m in woodlands and heathlands often amongst granite boulders.

Marble Daisy-bush (Olearia astroloba)
This species grows as a shrub roughly 1 m high and 2 m in diameter. The leaves are greyish green, hairy and are closely crowded on the stem. The flower heads are blue to violet, with a yellow and blue centre.  The peak flowering period is from June to November.
In the wild, Olearia astroloba is restricted to a small area (around 40 hectares) called Marble Gully, near the Tambo Valley in East Gippsland. The species is regarded as critically endangered, and in the wild consists of a single population of fewer than 1000 individuals.
While Olearia astroloba is rare in the wild, it is extremely well adapted to cultivation so why not try growing it at home?  This species is most reliably propagated from cuttings and grows well in full sun or shade.  It does particularly well on sunny slopes, which mimics its natural habitat.
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Beechworth Secondary College students planting in the Rare and

Threatened Alpine display bed at RBG Melbourne. Photo: Jane Griffin

References and further resources

Australian National Botanic Gardens: www.anbg.gov.au
Department of Sustainability and Environment: www.dse.vic.gov.au
Royal Botanic Gardens: www.rbg.vic.gov.au - See ‘Rare and Threatened Species’ and ‘Victorian Conservation Seedbank’
World Wide Wattle: www.worldwidewattle.com






