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 Mallee

The Mallee is the sand country of north-western Victoria.  This hot, dry, flat region with sandy, mostly infertile soils, is home to a rich and varied flora.

As many as 355 Mallee plants are listed as endangered, vulnerable or rare.  Land clearing and grazing are the main threats pushing Mallee plants towards extinction.
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Typical mallee country with mallee eucalypts and Triodia tussock grass. Photo: Neville Walsh
Chariot Wheels (Maireana cheelii)
Like many rare Mallee plants, this species favours scarce fertile ground, which was highly sought after for farming.  Consequently most of its habitat has been lost to agriculture.  The common name refers to its unusual wheel-shaped fruit.

Mealy Wattle (Acacia farinose)

A medium spreading shrub, the branches of this species are glaucous, especially when young.  The flower buds are mealy and flower heads globular and yellow.  This species is unusual in its very low, widely spreading habit.  It occurs in Victoria, South Australia and NSW.  Acacia forms the largest single genus of plants in Australia – over 1000 species, and many others not named.
Blue Leaved Mallee (Eucalyptus cyanophylla)
This eucalypt is multi-stemmed with smooth bark that is reddish brown or whitish grey and has loose, partly-shed strips on the lower half of stems.  Flowering occurs in spring, flowers are white and the seeds are lustrous, flat and ruby red.  The leaves are always greyish, not green.  This species occurs on sandy flats and low sand dunes in the Victorian Mallee and in South Australia.  Its distribution in Victoria is limited to the far north-west, extending north of Murrayville and Morkalla.

Pussy Tails (Ptilotus obovatus)
This species relies heavily on wetter seasons in order to germinate, grow, flower and produce seed before the onset of drought.  Flowers of this species vary widely in colour – from white to yellow and orange-red.  Pussy Tails occurs mostly in arid and semi-arid regions.  It prefers sandy or gravelly soils.  Plants of this species may cover very large areas, particularly after heavy seasonal rains.

Yellow Garland Lily (Calostemma luteum)
This species has a subterranean bulb and basal, erect or spreading narrow leaves.  The flower stem is fleshy, upright and leafless and bears showy, six-petalled flowers.  There are four species in this genus and all are endemic to Australia.  Fruit have a single fleshy seed inside; it is unusual in that the seeds usually germinate on the plants.  This lily is found on flood plains that are subject to periodic inundation. It flowers best after dry periods.

Desert Rose Mallow or Blush Hibiscus (Radyera farragei)
This species produces pink to purple flowers in clusters of two to three that grow to 7cm across.  Flowers occur from September to January. The Radyera genus has only two species, one endemic in the Cape Province of South Africa, the other in semi arid areas of central and Southern Australia.  This species is usually found on clay-loam soils, which are often alkaline.  It responds well to seasonal inundation.  In Victoria germination seems to require a rain event of more that 25mm in 24 hours during summer.  If this doesn’t occur then plants don’t grow for that year.
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References and other resources

Department of Sustainability and Environment: www.dse.vic.gov.au
Australian National Botanic Gardens: www.anbg.vic.gov.au
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne: www.rbg.vic.gov.au
Royal Botanic Gardens’ Volunteer Guides


Two Rivers College students from Mildura preparing to plant in Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne’s       Rare and Threatened Mallee display bed                      Photo: Emily Kinns








