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The Grasslands

Native grasslands of the volcanic plains of Victoria are now extremely rare.  This community of plants includes tussock-forming grasses in association with daisy, lily, rush, pea and orchid species.

More than 200 grassland plant species are endangered, vulnerable or rare.  It is estimated that 95 per cent of Victoria's native lowland grasslands have been substantially altered since European settlement.

Clover Glycine (Glycine latrobeana)


This species is a low-growing perennial herb with round leaves that are grouped into three leaflets, similar to clover.  The pea flowers are purple to pink, and up to 6 mm long. The fruits are small pods covered with short hairs that contain three to five seeds. 

In Victoria, Glycine latrobeana is found in the north-east, Gippsland, central Victoria and western Victoria.  It is also found in and around Melbourne.  This species is hard to locate and is generally only detectable when in flower or when fruiting. 
Button Wrinklewort (Rutidosis leptorrhynchoides)
A perennial, multi-stemmed semi-shrub to 35 cm high. The orange-yellow flower heads are hemispherical and about 15 mm wide and 10 mm long.  Flowering occurs from October to February.  This species usually grows in areas where the grass cover is more open as a result of recurrent fires, or on low rises with shallow, stony soils.

Button Wrinklewort was formerly widespread south of the Great Dividing Range in Victoria and into south-eastern New South Wales. In Victoria, it is now restricted to 11 tiny refuges in the south-west, including the western suburbs of Melbourne.

The decline of the Button Wrinklewort is linked with the destruction of its grassland habitat for agricultural development.  Most of its area has been cleared, fertilised and oversown with introduced pasture species.

Populations at the 11 remaining sites have also been reduced following local disturbances in recent years, including urban expansion, railtrack duplication and fire protection works.

Spiny Rice-flower (Pimelea spinescens subsp. spinescens)
A stunted shrub, 5-50 cm in height with narrow, green, hairless and oval-shaped leaves.  The 6-12 pale yellow flowers form small, button-like inflorescences at
the ends of short branchlets. Non-flowering branches are often spine-tipped, hence the common name. This feature is unique among Victorian species of Pimelea. Flowering occurs March to August.

Spiny Rice-flower is a Victorian endemic species that occurs west of Melbourne across the Victorian volcanic plains and in the northern plains grasslands between Castlemaine and Echuca.  Populations of this species occur in grassland or open shrubland.  Plants are thought to be slow-growing and may live as long as 100 years.

A range of threatening processes affects this species, including weed invasion, roadworks, and urban and agricultural development.  Spiny Rice-flower resprouts in response to fire, grazing or slashing and a lack of these processes may also threaten populations.  
Weed control and ecological burning have been undertaken at a number of sites in an effort to increase populations of Spiny Rice-flower.  The area and extent of populations has been mapped and detailed monitoring has been undertaken at selected sites, which have been signposted and fenced.

Seed has been collected by Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne for germination trials, studies of its genetic diversity and for the Victorian Conservation Seedbank.  The long-term objective is to ensure that the Spiny Rice-flower can survive, flourish and retain its potential for evolutionary development in the wild. 
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Damascus College, Ballarat students planting in RBG Melbourne’s

Rare and Threatened Grasslands display bed. Photo: Emily Kinns

References and further resources

Department of Sustainability and Environment: http://www.dse.vic.gov.au  - See fact sheets and action statements under ‘Threatened Species and Communities’

Royal Botanic Gardens: http://www.rbg.vic.gov.au  - See ‘Rare and Threatened Species’ and ‘Victorian Conservation Seedbank’
