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The Grampians

Rugged isolated mountain ranges flanked by vast volcanic plains, the Grampians in western Victoria is a floral ‘Noah’s Ark’.  The area contains more that 1000 species of plants, many of which are found only in this region.  Over 200 species are rare.

High fire frequency and feral animals threaten the plants of the Grampians.
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Serra Ranges from Mt William. Photo: Neville Walsh

Rock Banksia (Banksia saxicola)
This species grows as a low-spreading shrub in exposed positions.  In sheltered sites it can be a small tree to 13 m high or more.  Yellow flowers occur from December to May, and cones measure up to 9cm x 5cm.  Rock Banksia grows in rocky areas and requires well-drained soils.

In Victoria, this species is restricted to Wilsons Promontory where it grows among granite rocks near the coast, and to the highest peaks of the Grampians where it grows amongst the sandstone boulders.  It is often found in very exposed situations, such as Victoria Range, Mount Rosea, Sundial Peak, Mount William and Major Mitchell Plateau.

Mount Abrupt Stringybark (Eucalyptus verrucata)

This species grows to 4m high and is generally several- to multi-stemmed with a dense crown.  Bark is usually rough on the lower stems and smooth higher up the tree.  It produces white flowers mainly during winter.

Mount Abrupt Stringybark is endemic to the southern Grampians where it grows on the higher sandstone slopes and ridges of the Serra Range, south to Mount Abrupt.  It is found in heathy scrub and low woodlands, sometimes in pure thickets and sometimes with other stunted eucalypts.

Eucalyptus verrucata has previously been known as Eucalyptus alpina.  This species is occasionally cultivated as a shrub in temperate areas of medium to high rainfall, where it may be grown as a screening plant and for its unusual, warty buds and fruits.

Showy Bauera (Bauera sessiliflora)
This species is a dense, medium shrub that grows to 4m with upright, hairy branches.  Profuse purple or magenta, open-petalled flowers occur from September to December.

Showy Bauera is endemic to the Grampians, and belongs to a genus endemic to eastern Australia.  It is generally found in forested areas, in moist sheltered situations along gullies and banks of streams.

Grampians Grevillea (Grevillea confertifolia)

This species ranges from 30cm to 3m in height.  It has needle-like leaves and red or pink flowers that have a stubby toothbrush appearance and occur in spring.

Grampians Grevillea grows naturally in the Grampians mountains where there are three recognised forms: a shrubby form, which occurs along creeks, and two low-spreading forms that are restricted to damp sandstone plateaux at high elevations in open forest.

You can help protect this species by growing it at home, particularly if you live in the Grampians region.  Grampians Grevillea has been available commercially for a number of years and is propagated from semi-hardwood cuttings, about 10 cm long, taken after flowering.

In cultivation the low-spreading forms grow well, tolerating quite heavy frosts and a variety of soil types, from heavy clays to well-drained rocky soils provided ample water is available.  Specimens planted at the Australian National Botanic Gardens have taken nine years to reach a height of 60 cm and a width of 3 m, and have produced roots where the stem rests on the ground.

References and further resources
Australian National Botanic Gardens: www.anbg.gov.au
Department of Sustainability and Environment: www.dse.vic.gov.au
Royal Botanic Gardens: www.rbg.vic.gov.au
See ‘Rare and Threatened Species’ and ‘Victorian Conservation Seedbank’
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