Victorian Early Years Learning & Development Framework at the RBG 

RBG has been delivering high quality outcomes based early childhood programs for over 15 years.  Through this experience RBG has refined and its early childhood programs, drawing on best practice ensuring the RBG maintains its reputation as a leader in early childhood education within Victoria.  Each year across the 2 sites we:

· Deliver to 3200 early childhood students 

· Teach approximately 145 classes 

· Facilitate professional development for 450 EC teachers and 500 pre-teachers each year 
· Engage 1000 parents of Early Childhood children  
RBG uses its strong relationship with the Victorian Government to ensure that its programs align closely with the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework.  Because of this the RBG is well placed to achieve the practice principles and learning outcomes of the VEDCF.  The RBG has leadership strengths in delivering to Practice Principles 4 and 6 in particular, but has strengths across all the principles. The RBG takes pride in the level of excellence delivered across all of the Learning Outcomes with leadership in identity, community, and well-being.

Some of the ways in which RBG’s early childhood innovations and programs deliver outcomes that support the VEYLDF include:

	
	                          Links to VEYLDF                          

	RBG Early Childhood program element
	Highlighted Practice Principles
	Highlighted - Early Years Learning and Development Outcomes

	RBG EC Programs are developed and delivered by early childhood trained specialists (seven currently on staff) and are driven by child-centred, holistic and integrated pedagogies.
The RBG Education service has a long standing commitment to EC education.

	PP 6. Integrated teaching & learning approaches

support sustained and shared interactions with children through play to more focused experiential learning.
PP 8 Reflective practice

promote practices that have been shown to be successful in supporting children’s learning and development
PP 4. Equity and diversity

encourage children as active participants for sustainability, influencing the quality of life now, and for future generations • support children to develop a sense of place, identity and a connection to the land.
PP 3 High expectations for every child
PP1 Family Centred practice

welcoming and culturally inclusive environment
	Identity: encourage children as active participants for sustainability, influencing the quality of life now, and for future generations ; support children to develop a sense of place, identity and a connection to the land.
Learning: Long periods of uninterrupted play support children to invent, investigate and discover, using a rich variety of open-ended materials and resources. When provided with many opportunities and a rich supply of natural and manufactured materials and tools, children create, build, sculpt, draw, paint and construct. Their sensory and physical explorations increase brain development
Communication: They create and explore imaginary worlds through dramatic play and artworks that communicate their ideas, observations and feelings.

	Our programs deliver best practice pedagogies and content that is contemporary and relevant eg gardening programs that respond to climate change, organic food gardens and gardening for biodiversity. In programs such as Food4Life children learn the skills of growing gardens for a healthy lifestyle.

	PP1 Family Centred practice

PP5. Respectful relationships and responsive engagement--provide safe and stimulating environments for children

PP6. Integrated teaching & learning approaches

PP 4. Equity and diversity

PP 8. Reflective practice
PP 3 High expectations for every child

	 Community: Children show increasing awareness of themselves as part of the environment and the broader society. Environmental sustainability provides important learning experiences centred on a commitment to making the world a safe place to live. They become aware of the impact the environment can have on them and future generations by exploring how and why environmental factors affect their lives.
 Wellbeing: A healthy diet is essential for healthy living. Early childhood settings provide many opportunities for children to experience a range of nutritious foods and to learn about food choices from early childhood professionals and other children. Children also gain a basic understanding of the aspects of an active lifestyle.

	
	
	

	RBG EC programs seek to engage and connect with diverse groups eg LMCT bus funding provides transportation for low socio groups to visit the RBG.

	PP 5. Respectful relationships & responsive engagement
PP 4. Equity and diversity

encourage children as active participants for sustainability, influencing the quality of life now, and for future generations • support children to develop a sense of place, identity and a connection to the land
PP 3 High expectations for every child
recognise that every child can learn, but some children require quite different opportunities and supports to do this
PP1 Family Centred practice
	All Learning outcomes: identity, community, well being, learning, communication.
Identity A positive sense of identity strengthens children’s interest and skills in being active participants in their communities.


	Our Indigenous program for EC (You and Me Murrawee) allows each child to be welcomed by a Tanderrum ceremony and meet an Indigenous guide whilst learning about sustainable use of resources and biodiversity.
	PP1 Family Centred practice

create a welcoming and culturally inclusive environment
PP 4. Equity and diversity 
promote cultural awareness in all children, including greater understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ways of knowing and being

• support children to develop a sense of place, identity and a connection to the land

• encourage children as active participants for sustainability, influencing the quality of life now, and for future generations.

PP5 Respectful relationships & responsive engagement
develop learning programs that are responsive to each child and build on their culture, strengths, interests and knowledge to take their learning and development forward - understand, communicate and interact across cultures by being aware of their own world view.
PP 3 High expectations for every child
	Identity A positive sense of identity strengthens children’s interest and skills in being active participants in their communities.
Children develop a deeper sense of identity through participating in cultural experiences and celebrations. 

Communication: They share the traditional stories and symbols from their own culture, re-enact well-known stories and use the

creative arts, such as drawing, painting and sculpture, drama, dance and movement.
All Learning outcomes: identity, community, well being, learning, communication


	RBG EC programs engage parents in the learning process as active participants and provide free access for parents participating in programs. Excursion and post excursion learning experiences incorporate parental participation and input.  

	PP 1. Family-centred practice 
create a welcoming and culturally inclusive environment where all families are encouraged to participate in and contribute to children’s learning and development experiences

• actively engage families and children in planning children’s learning and development
PP7. Assessment for learning & development
PP 3 High expectations for every child
	Community: Children are connected with and contribute to their world. 
Identity A positive sense of identity strengthens children’s interest and skills in being active participants in their communities.


	Teacher resource material is researched and written by EC specialists with expertise in environmental and sustainability education. This provides students with the opportunity of an integrated pre and post excursion experience at the school and within their community. It also provides the teacher with learning assessment opportunities.

	PP 6. Integrated teaching & learning approaches

PP7. Assessment for learning & development
PP 8. Reflective practice

PP 2. Partnerships with professionals
	All Learning outcomes: identity, community, well being, learning, communication

	Teacher PD for early childhood professionals (including free PD) is developed and delivered by EC specialists, including university teachers specializing in EC. Teachers are provided with skills, knowledge and support to develop school gardens and sustainable practices and apply EfS principles to curriculum.  

	PP 6. Integrated teaching & learning approaches

PP 8. Reflective practice

PP 2. Partnerships with professionals
work collaboratively to share information and plan to ensure holistic approaches to children’s learning and development
	All Learning outcomes: identity, community, well being, learning, communication

	Our short course Growing School Community Gardens includes a strong element of EC content and is delivered by post graduate qualified EC experts and has received excellent feedback from participating early childhood professionals. We work with our university partners to deliver best practice content.

Evaluations and feedback from EC participants is an important part of the course development.

	PP 2. Partnerships with professionals

PP 8. Reflective practice
PP7. Assessment for learning & development
PP 3 High expectations for every child
recognise that every child can learn, but some children require quite different opportunities and supports to do this
	All Learning outcomes: identity, community, well being, learning, communication

	We seek peer review, research opportunities and partnerships with other EC institutions to enhance delivery eg Melbourne University, Deakin University and the Lady Gowrie Centre.
	PP 2. Partnerships with professionals

work collaboratively to share information and plan to ensure holistic approaches to children’s learning and development
PP 8 Reflective practice
	

	The RBG provides leadership in this area and supports smaller organizations in partnerships such as EEEC, PRAV, the Victorian Child and Nature Network and Cultivating Community, local councils and regional botanic gardens. We also work closely with other cultural organizations such as the Museum of Victoria to collaborate on projects such as the Children’s Gallery Garden and applying early childhood practice and pedagogy. 


	PP 2. Partnerships with professionals

PP 8. Reflective practice
promote practices that have been shown to be successful in supporting children’s learning and development
	

	The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Gardens and Australian Garden spaces have been designed especially for children of 0-8 years and their families, in recognition of the importance of EC education. 


	PP5. Respectful relationships and responsive engagement--provide safe and stimulating environments for children
PP6 Integrated teaching & learning approaches
create physical environments that support a range of opportunities for learning and physical activity, both indoors and outdoors

PP 3 High expectations for every child
recognise that every child can learn, but some children require quite different opportunities and supports to do this

	Identity: encourage children as active participants for sustainability, influencing the quality of life now, and for future generations ; support children to develop a sense of place, identity and a connection to the land.
Learning: Long periods of uninterrupted play support children to invent, investigate and discover, using a rich variety of open-ended materials and resources. When provided with many opportunities and a rich supply of natural and manufactured materials and tools, children create, build, sculpt, draw, paint and construct.

Community: Children show increasing awareness of themselves as part of the environment and the broader society. Environmental sustainability provides important learning experiences centred on a commitment to making the world a safe place to live. They become aware of the impact the environment can have on them and future generations by exploring how and why environmental factors affect their lives.
Wellbeing: A healthy diet is essential for healthy living. Early childhood settings provide many opportunities for children to experience a range of nutritious foods and to learn about food choices from early childhood professionals and other children. Children also gain a basic understanding of the aspects of an active lifestyle.
The development of spatial awareness and the ability to move around their environment confidently and safely

The foundations for social, emotional and spiritual wellbeing are laid.
Communication: Most children are innately social, creative and motivated to exchange ideas, thoughts, questions and feelings. Children respond non-verbally and verbally to what they see, hear, touch, feel and taste.

	Workshops designed for parents such as Nature Play for your Child are delivered to promote understanding of the role of nature play in their children’s learning and to support families in developing gardens and sustainable practices.


	PP 1. Family-centred practice
PP 4. Equity and diversity
PP 3 High expectations for every child
work with families to support children’s learning and development at home and in the community.

	All Learning outcomes: identity, community, well being, learning, communication
Learning: Their sensory and physical explorations increase brain development.



	Universities respond with enthusiasm and therefore one of our biggest growth areas is our program Landscapes for Learning designed for pre-service teachers studying EC and EY education. The program focuses on pedagogy and curriculum for the outdoors, creating outdoor spaces for learning and play and implementation of sustainable practices. 


	PP 2. Partnerships with professionals
PP 7. Assessment for Learning & development

PP 8. Reflective practice
	Supporting children’s transitions

	RBG Education provides 3-4 Early Childhood pre-service teacher placements per year and in turn has access to latest thinking in pedagogical reform.


	PP 2. Partnerships with professionals

PP 7. Assessment for Learning & development

PP 8. Reflective practice
	

	The RBG offers learning partnerships with early learning centres which engage teachers and children in long term learning opportunities.  


	PP6. Integrated teaching & learning approaches

PP 4. Equity and diversity

PP5. Respectful relationships and responsive engagement
PP 1. Family-centred practice
PP 4. Equity and diversity
PP 3 High expectations for every child

	All Learn    All Learning outcomes: identity, community, well being, learning, communication

Community Children show increasing awareness of themselves as part of the environment and the broader society. Environmental sustainability provides important learning experiences centred on a commitment to making the world a safe place to live. They become aware of the impact the environment can have on them and future generations by exploring how and why environmental factors affect their lives.
Wellbeing: A healthy diet is essential for healthy living. Early childhood settings provide many opportunities for children to experience a range of nutritious foods and to learn about food choices from early childhood professionals and other children. Children also gain a basic understanding of the aspects of an active lifestyle.
 Identity A positive sense of identity strengthens children’s interest and      skills in being active participants in their communities.
 Identity: encourage children as active participants for sustainability, influencing the quality of life now, and for future generations ; support  children to develop a sense of place, identity and a connection to the land.
Learning: Long periods of uninterrupted play support children to invent, investigate and discover, using a rich variety of open-ended materials and resources. Their sensory and physical explorations increase brain development.



	We have worked closely with the DEECD Early Years Unit to develop a video as a learning & teaching resource (published online in EYE) and have hosted the Early Years Unit for a planning meeting, sharing content and resources. Please see http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/earlyyears/eye/childrens_garden.htm
	PP 2. Partnerships with professionals

PP 7. Assessment for Learning & development

PP 8. Reflective practice
promote practices that have been shown to be successful in supporting children’s learning and development
	


