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Gippsland

High mountains, deep valleys and rolling hills along the coast define this area of south-eastern Victoria.  Gippsland contains a diverse range of landscapes including the only area in Victoria where subtropical and cool temperate rainforests merge together.

Today, more than 600 plant species in Gippsland are listed as rare or threatened.
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Fern-tree understorey in Shining Gum forest. Photo: Neville Walsh 
Marble Daisy-bush (Olearia astroloba)
Found while surveying a proposed marble quarry and named by RBG and Western Australian botanists in 1989, this plant’s discovery was instrumental in the withdrawal of the mining application. If the application had been approved, it would almost certainly have led to the extinction of the species.

Hairy Hop-bush (Dodonea boroniifolia)
This plant is rare in Victoria and found in open forest, woodland and heathlands in the Gippsland Ranges.  It is a spreading or upright shrub that grows up to 2m high, with insignificant flowers but showy, four-winged fruit that are pink to deep-red when ripe.
The fruit resembles the fruit used in beer brewing and the early colonists named this plant the Hop bush because of the similar taste of its winged seed capsules to hops. They successfully brewed a tangy bitter beer from them.
The Aboriginal tribes knew the plant as the Oyster Bush, because once the winged seeds deepened in colour to reddish-brown, they knew that oysters in the nearby estuary foreshores were in peak condition and ready to harvest.  Aboriginal people would chew the leaf for relief from toothache and use it as a general anti-inflammatory on rashes, bruises, sea jellies and stonefish stings.  Relatives of the Hairy Hop-bush are used medicinally by indigenous populations around the world.
Snowy River Westringia (Westringia cremnophila)
A dwarf shrub that grows to 0.5m high, with branches densely covered with fine white hairs and white flowers with yellow-brown dots in the throat.  This species grows on cliffs and in rock cavities in the gorge tract of the Snowy River east of Butchers Ridge.
Snowy River Westringia was discovered by the naturalist and native plant hybridist Leo Hodge on an expedition in 1950 in the Snowy River Gorges of East Gippsland.  It is listed as Vulnerable under the Commonwealth Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999.  The species is endemic to Victoria where it is known from only a few small populations.
Mountain Beauty (Hovea pannosa)
This shrub grows to 2.5m high with long soft rust-coloured hairs on young branchlets and pale to deep purple-blue flowers.  Mountain Beauty occurs in exposed and sheltered sites in open woodland or forested areas, often on rocky slopes.  It is found especially in granite country where soils are shallow or virtually absent and effective rainfall is low.

Mountain Beauty takes many forms.  This is partly dependent on where the plants are growing geographically.  Mountain Beauty occurs in Gippsland on Mt Kaye and on Mt Hedrick, on rocky hillsides near the Buchan River Gorge and on Mt Elizabeth.

Shiny Nematolepis (Nematolepis wilsonii)
This species grows as an upright medium to tall shrub or tree 3-10m x 1.5-4m.  It has glossy, dark green leaves and white, starry flowers flowering from August to October.
Shiny Nematolepis grows on moist well drained soils in the shade of tall forest and rainforest, naturally occurring only in the upper catchment of the Yarra River.  On 7 February 2009, a fire storm swept through the Yarra Ranges wiping out the only known population of this species.  Fortunately, the Royal Botanic Gardens had propagated this plant and in May 2009, it was reintroduced into the wild.
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