ResourceSmart Schools AuSSI Vic at Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne and Cranbourne 
Resource Smart Schools AuSSi Vic is a planning framework and certification program. Schools undertake sustainability activities and gain 1 to 5 star ratings focusing on sustainability and curriculum outcomes. Its program is built around a core module that conducts a baseline data survey and sets up a resource tracking system and 4 other modules - Water, Biodiversity, Energy and Waste.  It adopts an integrated, and whole school approach.  For full details go to  http://www.resourcesmart.vic.gov.au/for_educators_2439.html 

"The Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative Victoria (AuSSI Vic) helps schools to become demonstration centres of green technologies and design, linked to sustainable curricula, so that people in all local communities will be motivated to live more sustainably."
The RBG is Victoria’s oldest scientific institution with a very long history of documenting and conserving our states and indeed international biodiversity.  Today it is one of the states leading organisations in mitigating and adapting to Climate Change.  Some of the states most innovative and dramatic water conservation projects are underway at the Melbourne and Cranbourne sites.  
Both gardens showcase outstanding living collections of plants and plant communities.  Research and management activities conducted by the gardens are leading examples of biodiversity conservation with an international reputation.

Schools participate in water, waste and biodiversity conservation experiences through programs conducted by Education Services at RBG Melbourne and Cranbourne. These activities are designed to inspire students and provide ideas for application back at schools.  Indeed many schools have successfully modelled school ground improvements on ideas showcased in the Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden and Cranbourne’s Australian Garden.

We can help you with the HOW of Resource Smart Schools AuSSI Vic.
	RSS AuSSi Vic elements


	RBG Program
	RBG Strategies and features

	Water conservation, plant selection and propagation, biodiversity, Indigenous education, weeds, composting, sustainable gardening, rain gardens, climate change
	Onsite student programs


	Two amazing rich landscapes for learning

Authentic engaging experiential learning 

1.45hr teacher lead 

	Curriculum, program and pedagogy support (VELS and POLT’S), school ground development, water conservation, plant selection and propagation, biodiversity, Indigenous education, weeds, composting, wormfarms, sustainable gardening, rain gardens, climate change, community and partnership building, seeking funding
	Short Course – 

Growing School Community Gardens
	Partnership with Cultivating Community

10 week intensive hands on learning for members of school communities.



	Negotiated content selected from above.
	School Partnership Programs


	Long term negotiated learning experiences.

Authentic learning (critical curriculum)

High level student participation and decision making

	Elements from:

Curriculum, program and pedagogy support (VELS and POLT’S), school ground development, water conservation, plant selection and propagation, biodiversity, Indigenous education, weeds, composting, worm farms, sustainable gardening, rain gardens, climate change, community and partnership building, seeking funding.
	Professional Development


	Partnerships with other organizations.



	Curriculum, program and pedagogy support (VELS and POLT’S), school ground development, water conservation, plant selection and propagation, biodiversity, Indigenous education, weeds, composting, worm farms, sustainable gardening, rain gardens, climate change
	Online resources


	Teacher classroom resources to support curriculum.


VELS:  Sustainability encompasses every aspect of our life and as such all Domains in the VELS.  
Royal Botanic Gardens program information and bookings at the RBG http://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/education
Over 500 schools in Victoria have started or completed the Resource Smart AuSSI Vic process and are celebrating the benefits from contemporary and best practice Education for Sustainability (EfS) 


The following principles that define best practice are key to the work of both the Royal Botanic Gardens and RSS AuSSI Vic.





1. Inquiry based learning for the whole school community


2. Indigenous Learning


3. Social justice


4. Student democracy and leadership


5. Values, civics and faith development


6. Cultural perspectives


7. Re-engagement with self, others and nature


8. Transformative education and learning








2010 is the United Nations International Year of Biodiversity.  Natural systems are under enormous pressure from the planet’s increasing human population and resource consumption.  Climate Change is compounding the situation and many species, indeed whole ecosystems are threatened with extinction.  Start by getting your students to find out what lives in your school grounds.  See the Biodiversity Up Close PDF (hyperlinked) to get you started.











